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governments, He had before denied that the propofed
tranfer of powers to Congrefs would annihilate the
flate governments. But he here lays afide the maique
and avows the faB. For, the truth of the charge againf
them muf entirely reft on fech confequence of the aew
plan. For if the fiate eftablithmuents are to remain un-
impaired, why fhould officers, peculiarly conneted with
them, be interefled to oppofe the adoption of the new
plan. Except the colle@or of the impoft, judge of the
admiralty and the colle@or ot excife (uone of whom
have been reckoned of the oppofitior)they would other-
wife have aothing to apprehend. But the charge is un.
worthy, and may with propriety be retorted on the ex-
peQations of office and emolument under the intended
government,

The oppofition is not Jo partial and interefled as Mr.
Wilfon aferts. It confifls of a refpeiable yeomanry
throughout the unicm, of charaBlers far removcd above the
reach of bis unfupperted afertiens. It comprifes many
«wortdy members of the late convention, and a majority of
the prefent Comgrefs, for @ motion made in that benorable
bedy, for their approbation and recommendation of the
sew plam, was, after two days animated difcuffion, pru-
dently witbdrawn by its advocates, and a fimple tranf-

mifion * of the plan te the feveral flates could only be ob-
tained

® Upon the laft motion being made, thofe who bad fire-
suonfly and fuccefifully cppofed Congrefs giving any counn-
stemance of approbation er recommendation to this [yflem of
opprefion, [aid, « We bave mo ebjetion te tranfmit the
Rew plam of government to the feveral flates, that they
may bave an opportunity of judging fecr themfelves on fo
momentons a fubjec?.” Whereupon it was wnanim:cufly
sgreed to in the fillowing words, viz. ¢ Congrefs bav~
ing received the report of the Convention lately affembled
in Pbiladelphia, Refolved wnapimoufly, Thar the faid
repors, with the refclutions and letter accormpanying the
fame, be tranfmitted to the feveral lsgiflatures, in order
20 be fubmitted te a Convention of delegases, chofen in cach
Slate by the people thereof, in conformity te the refelves
of the Convention, made and previded in that cafe.”
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tained ; yot this bas been paimed upen the People as the
approbation of Congrefs ; and to firengthen the deceptics,
the bells of the city of Philadeipbia, ewere rung for a
whele day. » .

Are Mr. W———n, and many of bis coadjutors in the
late C ®, the difinterefled patriots they would bave
us belicve ? Is their conducl any recommendatisn of their
plan of gevernment ? View them the foremofi and loudeft
on the floor of Congrefs, in oxr affembly, at town meetings
in founding its enlogiums : vicw them preventing invefli-
ga%ion and difcuffion, and in the moff defpetic manmer en-
deavouring te compel its adoption by the people, with fuch
precipitancy as te preclude the pofibility of a due confia
deration, and then [ay, wbether the motives of thefe men
can be pure. '

My fellow citizens; fuch jalfe deteffable patriots in every
nation, bave led their blind confiding country, fheuting
their applaufes, inte the jaws of delpotiim and ruin.—
May the wifdom and virtue of the people of America, fave
them from the ufual fate of mations, ,

| CENTINEL.
C ENTTINE L
N-U MBER I

- Tothe ProrLz of PENNSYLV ANIA.

John iii. ver. 2cth.—¢¢ For every eme that doeth evil,
bateth light, neither cometh to the light, leff bis deedsr
ould be reproved.”—But “ there is nothing covered,
that fhall not ée revealed ; neither hid that fhall not
be knowm. Therefore, whatfocver ye bave [poken in
darknefs, fhall be beard in the light : and that which
ye bave [poken in the ear in clofets, foall be proclaimed
on the houfe tcps.*—S8t. Luke, chap. xii. 2d and 3d

verfes.
Friends, Countrymen, and fellow-citizens,
HE formation of a good government, is the ge.ﬁ-
efied

ekt cffort ot human wifdem, a2uased by
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elted patriotifm ; but fuch is the curf~d nature of am.
bition, fo prevalent in the minds of men, that it would
facrifice every thing to its felfith gratification ; hence
the faireft opportunities of advancing the happinefs of
humanity, are fo far from being properly improved,
that they are too often covered with the votaries of
power and domination, into the means of obtaining
their nefarious ends. It will be the misfortune ot Ame-
tica to add to the aumber of examples of this kind, if
the propofed plan of government fhould be adopted ;
but I truf, thort as the time allowed you for confidera-
tion is, you will be {o fully convinced of rhe trath of
this, as to cfcape the impending danger ; it is onl. ne-
ceflary to ftrip the monfter of ity affumed garb, and te
exhibit it in its native colours, to excite the univerfal ab-
horrence and reje@ion of every virtuous and patriotic
mindu
For the fake of my dear country, for the honour of
human nature, [ hope, and am perfoaded, the pood
fenfe of the people will enable them to rife fuperior to
the molt formidable confpiracy againt the liberties of
a free and enlightened nation, that the world has ever
witnefled. How glorious would be the triumph ! How
it would immortalize th: prefent generation in thegyan-
nals of freedom.,. g
The eftablifhment of 2 government, is a fubje® of
fuch momentous and Jating concern, that it fhould not
be gone into without :he clcareft convi@ion of its pro-
priety ; which can only be the refult of the fullelt dif-
~cuffion, the moft thorough inveftigation and difpaflionare
confideration of its nature, principles, and conftru&ion.
You are now called upon to make this decifion, which
involves in it, not only your fate, but that of your pof-
terity for ages to come. Your determination will either
enfure the poffefflion of thofs bleflings, which render life
deflirable, or entail thofe evils which make exiltence a
curfe ¢ that fuch arc confequences of a wife or impro-
per organization of government, the hiftory of mar.
kind abundantly teftifies. If you viewed the magnitude
of the obje& in its true light, you would join with me
in featiment, that the new government cught not to be
implicitly admitted. Confider then, duly, bcfolrc you
K eap,



( 7 ) |
lcap, tor after the Rabicon is once‘p:ﬂ'ed. there will be

no retreat, : ‘

If you were even wgll affared, that the utmolt purity
of intention predcminated in the produ&ion of the
propofed government, fuch is the imperfettion of ha-
wnan wifdom and knowledge, that it would not be wife
in you to adopt it with precipitation iz fere, for all
former experience inuft teach you the propriety of a re-
viion on fuch occafions, to corie@ the errors, and (n{)-
ply the deficiencics that may appear neecflary. In
cvery government, whoie obje@ is the pubhc welfare,
the laws are fubje&ed to repeated revifions, in fome by
diffcrent orders in the government, in others by an ap-
peal to the judgments of the people, and deliberative
forms of procedure. A knowledge of this, as wel] as
of other ftates, will fhew, that if every inttance where a
law has been paffed without the ufual precautions, it
has been produlive of great inconvenicnce and evils,
and frequently has not anfwered the end in view, a fup-
plement becoming nceeflary to fupply its deficiencies.

What then are we to think of the motives and de-
ﬁg of thofe mea who are urging the implicit and im-
mediate adoptioa of the pt‘opo'lfd government ? Are
they fearful, that if you exercile your good fenle and
Jifcernment, you wil! difcover the mafqued arifocracy
that they are atiempting to fmieggle upon you, under
the fulpicious garb of republicaniim? Whes we find
that the principal agents in -this bufiuefs, are the very
men who fabricated the form of government, it cer-
tainly ought to be conclufive evidence of their infidious
defign to deprive us of our liberties. The circomftances
attending this matter, are fuch as fhould in a- peculiar
manaer excite your fufpicion ; it might aot be- ufelefs
to take a review of fome of them, '

In many o1 the Rates, particularly in this and the
northern (tates, there are ariflocratic juntos of the well-
born fews, who had been zealoufly emdeavouring fince
the eltablithment of their conftitations, to humble that
offenfive spfart, equal liberty ; but al their efforts
were unavailing, the il/-bred charl oblinately kept his
affumed Ration.

However, that which could not be accomplithed in
the
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the feveral flates, is now attempting throngh the medi-
um of the future Congre(s. Experience having fhewn

reat defe@s in the pretent coatederatian, particularly
in the reﬁulating of cornmerce and marhime affairs, it
became the univerfal with of America to grant further
powers, fo as to make the federal grvernment adeguate
to the ends of its inititution. The anxiety on this
head was;greatly increafed, from the impoverithment and
diltrcls occafioned by the extenfive importations of fo-
reign merchandize and luauries, and contcquent drain
of fpecie fince the peace : thus the people were in the
difpofizion of a drowning man, exgereto catch at any
thing that promiled reicf, however delufory. Such
an opportunity for the acquifition of undue power, has
never been viewed with indiffcrence by th¢ ambitious
and defigning in any age or patien, and it has accord.
ingly been too fuecetsfully improved by fuch men among
us. The deputies irom this fate (with the exception
of two) and moft ol thufe from the other flates in (he
union were unfortunately of this complexion, and many
of them of foch {uperior endowments, that in an ey
parte difcuflion of the fubjeet, by fpecious glofles, they
have gained the cencurrence of fome well-Gilpoted men
in whom their eountry have great confidence, which hus
given great fan&ion to their kheme of powes.

A comparifon of the authority underwhich the con-
vention a&ed, and their form of government, wiii fhew
that they have defpifed their delegated power, and af-
fomed fovereignty ; that they bave entirely anuhilated
the old confederation, and the particular governments
of the Yeveral ftates, and inftead thereof have eltablithied
one general governuic.it that is to pervade the union
conftitated on the molt unequal principle., delliiute of
accountability to its' conttituents, and as delpotic ‘n
its nature as the Venetian ariitocracy 5 a governniant
that will give fall fcops to the magnificent Cengus of
the «wel/-born ; u goverament where tyrqnny ey glur
its vengeance on tie Lw-barn, unchecked by an odisus
Bill of rights, as has been fully illatrated in mv two pro-
ceeding numbers; and yst as a biind upon the undcr-
flanding of the people, they hive cenuinucd the toiwns
of the patticular goveiaments, <nd termcd the whote «

Centederaiiin
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confederation of the United States, purfuant to the fen-

" timents of that profound, but corrupt politician Machic-

vel, who advifes any one who would change the con-
fitution of a fate, to keep as much as poffible to the
old forms ; for then the people, fecipg the fame officers,
the fame formalities, courts of jnﬁice. and other out-
ward ces, are infenfible of the alteration, and
believe felves in poffeflion ot their old government.
Thus Cefar, when he fcized the Roman liberties,
caufed himfelf to be chofen d:&ator (which was an an-
cient office) continued the fenate, the confuls, the tri.
bunes, the c=zfors, and all other offices and forms of the
commonwealth ; and yet changed Rome from the moft
free, to the moit tyrannical government in the world,

The convention, after vefting all the great and eflici.
ent powers of fovereignty in the general government,
infidionfly declared, by fe@ion 4th of article 4ih, * thag
the United States fhall guarantee to every fate in this
union, & republican form of government ;* but of
what avail will be the forsms without the reality of
freedom? -

The late convention, in the majefly of its aflumed
omnipotence, have not even condefcended to fubmit the
plan of the acw government to the confideration of
the people, the true fource of authority, but have called
upon them by their feveral conventions, « to affent to,
and ratify® ® ji= foto, what they have been pleafed to de-
cree ; juft as the'grand monarque .of Framce requires
the parliament of Paris to regifier his edi@s without re.
vifion or alteration, which is neceflary previous to their
cxecution.

‘The suthors and advocates of the new plan, con-
{cious that its eftablifhment can only be obtained from
the ignorance of the people of its true nature, and their
unbounded confidence in fome of the men concurring,
have hurried on its adoption with a precipitation that
betrays their defign ; before many had feen the new
plan, and before they had time to examine it, they, by

. their

® See a refointion of Comventiom saccompanying the ipe
Slrument of the prepofed goverament.
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their ready minions, attended by fome well-difpofed,
bat mittaken perfons, obtained the fubfcriptions of the
people to papers, expreiing taeir approbation of, and
with to have it efablithed ; thas preciuding them from
any confideration, bat leit the people fhould difcover
the juggle, the cle@ions of the Rate conventions are
urged on at very early days ; the propofition of ele®-
ing the convention of this Rate in nine days after the
date of the refolution, for all the counties eatt of Bed-
ford, and foppoited by three or four of the deputies of
the convention, and who were alfo membeis of the
then affembly, is one of the moft extravagint inflances
of this kind; and evea this was prevented by the fe-

ceflion of nincteen virtudus and enlightencd members.
' Ia

Y The mefage of th: prefident and council, fent into the
prefent gemerul alfen:ony, on the 25th of Otober laf, dif-
clofe: amother impofitisn. The board fent to the boufe the
oficial tranfmiffion of the propefed conflitution of the Unit-
¢d States, inclofed in a lotter from the prefident of Come
Zrefs, which proves that the paper produced to the laft boc:fe
on the day befsre the final rifing of the fame, was a [fur+
reptitions copy of the vote of Congrefs, obtained for the par-
pofe of deluding the l:ziflature into the extravagance of di-
relting an eleition of Coiventisn within nine dass.

Tbe provifions made by the Convention of Pennjyloania,
which fat in 1776 for amending the Conflitution, is guard-
ed with admirable wi]dsr: ard cantion. A council of
cenfors is to be bolden every fecen sears, which fhall bave
power ((two thirds of the whilc namber elefred agrecing )
to propofc amendments of the [ame government, and teo
call a Comvention to adopt and ¢f1ablifk the ¢ propofitions ;
but the alterations mufl Le ¢ promalzated at leall fix
montbs before the day appzinted for the cle&ion of fuch
Convention, for the previous conflideration of the people,
that they may bave an oppertariiy of infiructing their dele-
Zates on the fubjer.™  The prefent mesfurer explain the
condull of acertain party of Cenfors whs [at in 1784,
( much fewer than tws thirds if the awiole j that propofed
to abolifh the 47th articls of the conflitutirn, whersdy t5e

manger of arui:rding the fame was regulated.
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$n order to'put the matter beyond all recall, they have
proceeded a ftep farther, they have made the deputies
nominated for the ftate convention, of this city, and
elfewhere, pledge their facred honour, previous to their
ele@ion, that they would implicitly adopt the propofed
-government, iz fot5 ; thus, thort as the period is, before
the dnal fi:tis to he given, conlideration is rendered
nugatory, and conviftion ot its danger or impropricty
unavoidable, A good caufe does not ftand in need ot
fuch means ; it fcorns alt indireéi advantages and bor-
rowed help, and trufts alone to its own native merit and
intrinfic flreagth s the lion is never known :o make ufe
of cunning, nor can 4 good caufe fuffer by u free and
thoroygh eximination. It is knavery that iecks dif-
ﬁ‘uite. A&ors do not ¢are that any one (h uld look

1o the tiring room, nor jugglers or fharpers inta
their hands o boxcs. .-

Every excrtion has been made to fupprefs difcuffion
by (h.ckling the prefs ; but as this could not be effe&-
ed in #bis iiate, the people are warned not to liften to
the adserfaries of the propofed plan, left they fhonid
impofe up-n them, and thereby prevest the adoption
of this blefl:d government. What figure would 2 law.

er make in a court of jultice, if he fhould defire the
;ndgcs not to hear the counfel of the other fide, left
they thould petplex the caufe and miilead the court ?
Would not every by-Rander take it for granted, that he
was confcious of the weakneioof his client’s caufe, and
that it could not atherwife be defended, than by not be.

iag uaderflood,
"~ All who are frieads to liberty are friends to reafon,

the champion of liberty ; and none are foes to liberty
but thofe who have truth and reafos tor their foes. He
who has dark purpofes to ferve, mult ule dark mens ;
Jight would difcover him, and reafon expofe hini: he
mul endeavour to (hut out both, make them look
frightful bznfiving rhem ill names.

iberty only flourithes where reafon and knowledge
are encouraged ; and wherever the latter are lifled, the
former is extinguifhed. In Turkey printing is forbid,
enquiry is dangerous, and free fpeaking is capital ; be-
eaufc they are all inconfikent with the nature of the go-

verament.
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térnmient.  Hence it is that the Turks are all Rapidly
ignorant, and are all flaves. |
I tl.aH now proceed in the confideration of the con-
firudion of the propofed plan of government —By fc&.
4th of art. 1{t, of the propofed goverament, it is decla-
red, ¢ that the times, places, and maaner of holding
eleqions for fenators and reprefentatives fhall be ‘pee-
fcribed in each Rate by the iegiflature thereof ; but the
Congrefs may at any time by law make or alter fuch re-
ulation:, except as to the place of chufing [enators.”
%ill not this {c&ion put it in the power ot the future
Congrefs to abolifh the fufirage by ballot. fo indifpen-
fible in a frec government.—Montelquica, in his Spi-
rit of laws, vol. 1, pags 13, fays, * that in 2 democra-
¢y there can be no excrcife of fuvereignty but by the
fuffrages of the people, which are :heir will ; now the
fovereign’s will is the fovercign himfelf. The laws,
therefore, which cftablifh the right of fi.ffrage, are fua-
damental to this government. In fa& it is as impor-
tant to regulate in a republic, in what manner, by
whom, and concerning what. fuffrages are 10 be given,
as it is in a monarchy to know who is the prince, and
after what manner he ought to govern. This valuable
privilegc of vchg by ballot, ought not to reft on che
difcrerran of the ﬁovernncnt, but be irrevecably efta-
‘blifhed in the conftitution, A
Will not the above quoted feQ. alfo, authorife the
foture LUongrefs to lengthen the term for which the fe-
mators and reprefentatives are to be ele@ed, from 6 and
3 pears refpeRively, to any period, even for life ? as the
parfiament of England voted themfelves from tricnnial
to feptennial ; and as the loag parliament und.cr Chiarlel
the 1t became perpetual P '
Sea. 8th, of art. 1, vefts Congrefs with power ¢ to
provide for calling forth the militia to exccute the lawsy
of the union, fupprefs infurre@ions and repel i1 valions;
to provide for the organiazing, arming and difciplining
the militia; and tor governing fech part of chem as
‘may be employed in the fervice ¢f the United Stace-,
referviag to the Rates relpedively, the appomtment ot
the officers, and the authority of training the militia ac-
eording to the difcipline prefcribed by Congt;f;f_
15
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This fel. will fubje@ the citizens of thefe Rates to the
moft arbitrary military difcipline ; even death may b
inflicted on the difobedient ; in the charaler of militia,
you may be dragged from your familles and homes to
any part of the continent, and for any length of time,
at the diferetion of the fuinre Congrefs; and as mili-
tia, yjou may br. mide the unwilling infiruments of
opprefion under the diretion of government; there
is no exemp:ion upon account of conicientious feru-
ples of bearing arms: no equivalent to be reccived in
lieu of perfonal fervices. The militia of Pennfyl.
vania may. be marched to Georgia or New;Hamp-
fhire, however incompatible with their interefts or
confciencss ; in fhort, they may be made as mere ma-
chines as Pruffian foldiers. ‘

Sell. the gth begins thus—r< The migration or impor-
tation of fuch perfons, as any of the flates, now exifling,
fhall think proper to admit, fball not be probibited
Congrefs prior to the year 1808, but a duty or tax may b
impefed on fuch importation, not exceeding tem dollars for
each perfonm  And by the §4b art, this reflraint is mat
20 be remived by any future comvention. We are told, that
the objells. of this article are flaves, and that it is infert-
ed to fecure to the fouthern flates the right of introducing
negraes for twemty-one years to come, againfl the declar.
ed [enfe of the ether fates to put an end t¢ an odions traf-
fic in the buman fpecies ; which is efpecially [fcandalons
and inconfifient in a pesple, whe -bave afferted their own
liberty by the [word, and which dangeroufly enfecbles the
difirills, wherein the labourers are bomdmen. The -worjt
are dark and ambiguons ; fuch as no plain man of ops-
son fenfe would bave ufed, are cvidently chofen to codiceal
JSrom Eurepe, that in this elightencd ce » the praftice
of flavery bas its advecates among men in the bighefl fla-
tions. When it is recolletied that mo pold tax ¢cam be im-
pofed on five megroes above nwhat three aubites frall be
eharged : whem st is confidered, that the impof} on the con-
Jumption of the Carslina ficld negrecs, maft be . trifling,
and the excife, notbing, it is plaim that the proportion of
conpribuljons, which cam be expelicd from the fouthern
JSlales ulder the niw conflitation, will be very umequad s
axd yot they are 4o be allowsed; to enfesble themfelves by

‘ ' the
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the furtber importation of negroes till the year 1808. Has
mot the concurrence of the five louthern flates in the con=
vention, to the mew fyfiem, been purchafed teo dearly by
the teft, wbe bave undertaken to make good their defici-
exncies of revenus, accafioned by their wiiful incapacity,
withont an_equivalent ? o

Toe general acquicfcence of one defcription of citizens
in the propofed government, [urprife me much . if fo,
many of the Quakers have become indiffcrent to the facred
rights of confcience, fo ampiy fecured by the conflitution of
this commonawealth ; if they are fatisfied, to reft this in-
eflimable privilege on the diferetion of the future governe
ment, yet, in a political light, they are mot alting wifely ;
in the flate of Penmnfylvania, they form fo confiderable a
por.ionof the community, as mult enfure t/ em great weight
In the government ; but in the feale of general empirey
2bey will be loft in the Balance.

I intended in this number to have fhewn from the na-
sare of things, from the epinions of the greateft writers,
and from the péculiar circumflances of the United States,
the impratticalility of eflablifbing and maintaining one
Qovernment on the principles of freedom, in fo extenfive &
ferritery ; to bave fhewn, if pralticable, the inadequacy
of fuch government, to provide for its many and wariius
concerns ; and alfs to have fhewn, that a confederation of
[fmall republics, poffeffing all the pewcrs of internal go=
vernment, and united in the management of their general
and foreign concerns, is the only [yflem of government by
avbich fo extenfive a country can be governed, confifient
oith freedom : But a writer ander the fignature of Bru-
tas, in the New-York paper, which has been republifbed
by Meffrs. Danlap and Claypoole, bas done this in fo maf-
terly & mannir, that it wonld be fuperfinoss in me to add
any fhing on the fubjelt.

My fellows citizens, as a lover of my country, a:r the
Jriend to mankind, whillt it is set fafe to write, and whilft
it is yet in your power to dvoid it, I warnyouof the im-
pending danger.  To this remote guarter of the world has
liberty fled.  Other countries, now [u'jel? to flavery,
. Werd dace &2 [red ds e yét are ; thérefore, for your ow®

L Jakesg
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fakes, fer the [ake of your peflerity, as well as for that of
the opprefjed of all mations, cherifby this remaiming ajye

lam of liberty,
CENTINEL,
Philadelphia, N, sth, 1787.

C ENTTINEL
NUMBETR 1V
Totheonrl.lofPBNNSYLVAN.le

Friends, Countrymen, aad fellow <itizens,

HAT the prefent confederation is inadequate te
the obje@s of the upion, fecems Lo be univerially
allowed. Theonly queltion is, what additional powers
are wanting to give due encrgy to the fcderal govera-
ment ? Wz fthould, however, be carefulia forming our
epinions on this tubjc&, not to impute the temporary and
extraordin:ry d-ficulties chat have hitherto impeded the
execution ot the confederation, to defedts in the fyflem
ittelf. Taxation is, in every government, a very delicate
and dificule fubje@ ; hence it hus been the policy of all
wile Ratelmen, as far as circum@ances permitted, to
lcad the peaple by fmall beginnings, and almoRR imper-
ceptible deyrees; into the habits of taxation ; where
the contrary condud has becn purfued, it has ever fail-
ed of tull fuccefs, not unfrequently proving the ruin of
the projc@ors. The impofing of a burdenfome tax at
once on a people, without the ufual gradations, is the
feverel teflt that any governmet can be put to; def-
tifm itfelf hus often j2uv d unequal to the attempt.
Undger this ccuvi@ion, let us take a review of eor fituu-
tion before and fiice the revolotion. Fr.m the Ae
Settlement of this country, until the commencement of
the late war, the taxes were fo light and trivial as co be
fcarcely felg by the prople ; when we engaged in the
expentive contet with Great Britain', the Congrefs, fen-
fible of the difficuity of levying the monies neceflary to
its fupport, by dire& tasation, had recourfe to_an anti-
cipation
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eipation of the public refources, by emitting hills of
credit, and thus poftponed the neceffity of taxation for
feyzral year, ; this micans was purfoed to 2 meit ruin.
ous length : butabout che year 1780 or 1751, it was
wholly exhaufted ; .commerce had been futpended for
near fix years ; the hufbandman, for want of a market,
limited ‘his crops to his own fubfitence ; the frequent
calls of the militia, and long continuance in a&ual fer-
vice, the devailations of the cnemy, the futfitenceof our
own airmies, the evils of the depreciation of the paper
money, which fell chiefly upon the patriotic ard virtu-
ous part of the community, had all concurred to pro-
duce great diftrefs throughout America. In this fitua-
tion ot affairs, we flill had the fame powerful enemy
to concend with, who huad even morc numerons and
better appointed armies in the ficld, than at any former
time. Qur allies were applied to in (his exigence, but
the peeuniary affiftance that we could procure from
‘them, was foon exhaufted ; the only reiource now re-
maining, - wis to obtain by dire& taxation, the monies
acceflary for our detence ; the hiftory of mankind does
sot turaifh a fimiar inllance of an attempt to levy fach
enormous taxes at once, of a people fo wholly unpre-
pared and uninured to them—the Jamp of facred liber-
Lty moft indeed have burned with unfvilied luftiz, every
fordid priaciple of the mind muft have been then extiné,
when thic people not only fubmitted to the grievous im.
poflitions, but chearfully excrted themfelves to comply
with the calls of their country ; their abilities, however,
wete‘not: equal to furnith the neceflary fums—indeed
the requifition of the year 1982, amounted to the
whole income of their farms and other property, in-
cluding the means of their (ubfitence; perbape the
frained exertions of two year., would not have fufficed
to the difcharge of this requifition ; to whom then,
cea we impute the dificulties of the people to a due
compliance with the requifitions of Congrefs to a de-
fe& in- the confederation, for any government, however
energetic, in fimilar circumftances, would have experi-
enced the fame fate. 1f we review the proceedings of
the Rates, we fhall find that they gave every fan&ion

and authority to the requifitions of Congrels, uu;: their
aws
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Jaws conld confer ; that they atrempted to colleR the.
fuws c:ll.J4 ior, in the tame mupaer as is propofed to be
done in .uturc hy the general goverament, inflead ot
the Rate leguflacuces.

It is « maxiin, that & government ought to he cau-
tious not (0 govern over much, tor when the cord of
power is ara#n too tight it gegerally proves its deitruc-
tion ; the impra@icability of cemplying with the requic
fitions of Congrefs has leflcned the tente of obligation
anJ duty in the people, and thus weakened phe ties of.
the union ; the opinivn of power 1n 4 free governmens
is much more cfficaciousthan the exercife of jt; it re-
quir:s the maturiiy of time and repeated praBice to
give it due energy and certainty to the opirations of
goverpment, efpe.ially to fuch as affc@ tie puries of
th: ?‘COPICQ

The thirteen Swifs Cantons confederated by more ge-
neral and weaker tics than thefe United States are by
the prefent articles of contederation, have naot experi-
enced the neceflity of fircngthening their ypion by velfin
ing th.ir general dict with tyrther or grester powers 3
th.s natiqnal body bas ounly the management of theip
foreign concerns, and in cale of & war can opl. call by
requifition on the feveral Cantpns for the aepcflyry (ups
plics, who arc fovereign and independeat in cvery i«
" ternal apd local exercife at government; apd i
Jop: of fand. as our confederation has heem termed,
which is fo fimilar to that. has held tagether for ageq
without any apparent chaln :

| am perfuaded, that a due confideration will evincs,
ghat the prefent incficacy of the requificions of Cangrely
is not owing toa defeét in the confedezation, but the
pe-uliw sircumitances of the times. o

The wheels of the general government hatiang bgen
thus clogged, and the arrearages of tascs Rlill accums-
Jating, it may be atked what prolpc@l is there of the go-
vernment refuming its proper tone, unlefs wore com-
pulfory powers arc granted ? To this it may be anfwer-
¢d, that che produce of impolis on commerce which all
agrec to vefl in Congrefs, together with the immenfe
trads of laed at their difpafal, will rapidly leflen and

eveataally ditcharge the prefept m;;ﬁm
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this takes plase, the mode by requiition will be feand
perte@ly adequate to the extraordinary esigencies of
the guion. Coagrefs have lately fold land to the amount
of cight willions of dollars, which is a confiderable
po-ton of the whole debt.

luis to be lamented that the interelted and defigning
have availed themielves fo fucceistully of the preicng
crifis, and under the fpecious pretence of haviag difco-
vered 3 panares for all the ills ot the people, they are
aboug eltablilhing a fy¢m of government thit will prove
more defirutive to thgm, tham the wooden hocle flied
with foldiers did in ancient tines to the city of Troy;
this borfe was introduced by theic hollile epemy the
Gregians, by a proftitytion of the facred rites of their
religion ; in like manner, wmy fellow citizens, are afpir-
ing defpots among »ouclelws, proftityting the nam: of
8 %aﬁillm to cloak their deugns ypon your liberties,

I would alk haw is the propoled goverament to thows
¢c dowp thafe trealyres upon every clafs of citizens ag
s fo induflrigufly inculcated and fp fondly believed ?—
Is it by she additian of numerous and expenfive cfta-
blithments? Is it by doubling our judiciaries, ipRituting
federal cogrts in every county of cysry Rate? Is it by a
fuperb prefidential court? [s it hy a large Randing ar»
my? In fhort, is it by putting it in the powcr of the
future government to levy muney st pleaiure, and place
ing this governament fo independent of the people as to
eaable the adminiflratioa to gratify every corrupt pafi-
on ot the mind, ta riot on your fpoils, without check
or contronl?

A transfer to Comngrefs of the power of impofing iow

on commerce, and the unlimited regulation of
trade, I believe is all that is wantipg te reader Ameri-
ca as prolperoms as it is in tbe power of any form of
government to render ber; this properly underfiood
would meet the vicws 0f all the hoaeft and well mean.
ing.

What gave birth te the Coatinental Convention ?—
Was it not the fitvation of eur commerce, which lay at
the mercy of cwery forciga power, who irom motives of
iaterelk or enmity could refiri@ and controul it, without
rifqueing a retaliation on the part of Amcrica, as Cfon-

grefs
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gr- was ippotent on this fuhje@? Such indeed was the
caic With refpcd to Brita’n, whoic irottile rezulations
cuave fuch a Lab toour n.vizatiin oo co thre.tem'its :n-
sihilaiion, it become the inteceft i the Awmerican mer-
ciiznt to give 4 prcizrence to foreizn bottoms; hence
tue ditirefs of our feamen, !lin-vrights, and cvery me-
cl: 'nic art dependent on na.igation. ,

By thefe regulations too we were Lmited in markets
for our produce, our veffels were excluded from their
WeR-India iflands, many of our ltipic commaodities
were Cenied entianc: in Britain g hence the hufb ncmmen
were ditrefled by the demand for their crops being 1e(-
fened, and their prices reduced.  Thi: is che fouice to
which may be traced every evil we experience. that can
be relieved by a more encrgctic government. Recolle@
the language of complaint f@r years paft, compare the
recommendations of Congrels founded on fuch com-
plaints, pointing out the remedy; c¢xamine the reafons
afligned by the diffcrent Rates for ap,ointing delegates
to the late convention, view the powers vefted in that
body ;- they all harmonize in one fentiment, thatr the
due regulation ot trade and na.igation was the anxious
with of every clafs of citizens, was the great obje& of
calling the convention.

This obj=& being provided for by the propofed confti-

totion, the people overlook, and are not fenfible of the
needlefs facrifice they are making for it. Ot what avail
will be a profperous ftate of commerce. when the pro-
duce of it will be at the abfolute difpefal of an arbitra-
ry and unchecked goverament, who may levy at plea-
fure the moft oppreflive taxes; who may deftroy every
principle of freedom; who may cven defiroy the privi-
Jege of complaining. .
. §f you are in doubt about the nature and principles
of the propofed government, view the condu@ of its
-authers and patroms, that affords the beft explanation,
the moft friking comment,

The evil genius of darknefs prefided at its birth, it
eame forth under the veil of myftery, its true features
being caretully concealed, and every deceptive art has
been and is praltifing to have this fpurious brat receiv-
ed as the geauiae off:pring of heaven-born liberty. Se

g fearful
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fearful are its patrons that vou fhoald Cifcern (he impa.
fitiop thar they have Lurcied on its adoption v i, the
greatelt precijitation ; they bave endiavourcd 1o ro
precluae all invelligation, they have endeivanred 1o -
timidate all oppofiticn; bty :uch meius as ti.ce hate
they furreptitioufly procured a ceavention iathi. ¢ e,
favourable to their vivr s; and hire zguin invediiatica
and difcuffion arc abr:iized, the final quiilien is mevd
b.-fore the fubje@ has been under coufideration ! An
appeal (o the people is precluded even in the LR ref rt,
leit their eycs fhouid be opened ; the conventon bve
denied the minority the privilege of enteria¢, the re.ivns
of their diflent on ity iournals. Thus defpotifin is alrea-
dy triumphant, and the genius of liberty is on the ¢ e
of her cxit, is about bidding an eternal adieu (o Lhis
once happy people.

After {o rece:.t a triumph over Britith dcfpors, after
fuch torrents of blood .nd treafure have been fpent, .i-
ter iavolving ourfelves in the diftrefles of an arducns
war, and incurring fuch a debt, for the exprets purpofe
of aflerting the :ights of humanity, it is truiy altonifk-
ing that a fet of men among ourfelves fhould have the
cffrontery to attempt the deftru&ion of our liberties,—
But in this enlightened age 10 hope to dupe the people
by the arts they are praifing, is Rill more extraordina-
ry. How do the advocates of the propofed government
combat the obje&ions urged againit it ? Not even by an
attempt to difprove them, for that would the more fully
confirm their truth, but by a fpecies of reafoning that
is very congeoial to that contempt of the underftandia
of the pcople that they fo eminently poflefs, and which

licy cannot even prevent frequent ebullitions of; they

m to think that the oratory and fafcination of great
names and mere found will fuffice to enfure fuccerr:—
that the people may be diverted from a confideration of
the merits of the plan, by bold aflertions :nd mere dey
clamation. Some of their writers for inftance, paint
the diftreffes of every clafs of citizens with all the glow-
ing language cof eloquence, as if this was a demonftrati-
on of the excellence, or even of the fafety of the new
plan, which notwithftanding the reality of this diftrefs,
may be a fyflem of tyranny and opprellion ; other wri-

tevs
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ters tcll you of the gredt men who doniipofed the Inte
convcntion, and give yow a pompous difplay of their
virtues, infledd of a juitificatron ot the plin of govern-
ment ; and others again urge the tyrunts plea, thity en-
deavour to make it a cafe of neceffry, now is the criti-
cal moment; theé) reprefenit the adoption of this goe
vernment as our only alternative, as the laRt opportuhis
ty we {hall have of peaceably eftablifhing & governthent ;
they affert it to be the befk (jltem that be formed,
and that if we rejelk it we will Kave a worfé one or none
at ull; day, that if we prefame to propo” lterations
we [all gee ineo & labyrinth of difficulti-  om which
we cannot be extricated, as notwo fatc .l agree ig
amendmeats, thiat thérefore it would invuive us in irre-
concilable difcord. But they all feduloufly avoid the
fair ficld of argument, a rational invefligation into the
organization of the propoled government. | hope the
good feafe of the peo; le wil) dete@ tlic fallacy of fuck
contiu&, will difcover the bafk juggle, and with becotnt
ing re¢folution refent the impofitivn. |
’ﬂn the power's of . ongreis ought to be firehgtheh.
ed all allow, bat is this a conclafive prodf of the necefs
fity to adopt the propoted plari; is it a preol thut' be<
caufe the late cutivention it the it effay upon fo atdaous
amd dificalt a fubje@®, harmonized in their ideas, that
@ future convéntion will dot, or that afier 'full inyeflic
gation and mature confidiration of thie obje&ions, they
will net plan a better government, aiid oae nibre agree-
ﬁm&hmug:‘hm; orl:.it an
they can pever 2 3 it n? The late
comvention mlhde&hﬁen::l,' rd, as fore of
ks advocates have afferted, to admit the truth of thefe
pobitions, or even to adnsit the poffibility ofthe ptopof-
ed government heing fuch a one as America dught to
adopt; for this body west upon original ground Toreigst
from their intentions or powers, they mul there-
fotebmbw'hollrycfuhf::ue;;( th:‘md
their conflituents in to this foras of goverhment,
as it was mot in thelto?netmpll‘iu whén the conven-
tioa was sppointed to ere@ a sew ¢, but ¢o
Rrengthen the old ome. Indeed tl'emhve been
determined to monnpalize the exchln'-uic of the difs
covery,
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sovery, or rather, as if darknefs was effential to its fuc-
cefs, they precluded all commuaication with the peo-
plc. by clofin ‘t their doors ; thus the well ditposed
members, unafhiited by public intormation and opinion,
were induced, by thofe arts th.t are now pradifing on
the ugcople. to giWe their fun@iva to this tykem of def-
tifm
,ols there any reafon to prefume that a new Conven.
tion will not agree upon « better plan of goverament ?
wite the con:rar , for pzchaps there never was fuch a
coincidence of fentiment on any occ fion as on the pre-
ﬁm; the oppouenu to the propoted plan, at the fame
timee in every part of the continent, harmonized in the
fame objettions ; fuch an unitormity of oppofition ig
without example, and affords the fironge® demonitrae
tions of its foliditv. Their obje@ions too are not local,
are aot confined to the interefls of any oume particulag
flate 10 the prqndlce of the re®f, bur with a pluanc
:Irop’ and liberaiity that refle@s luftre on humanit.,
shat dignifies the charaler of America, ti.cy embrace
the intetefts and happinefs of the whele union ; they do
pot even condcfcend to minute blemilhes, but fhew thag
the main pillars of the fabric are bad. that the effca-
m&pnnupla ot liberty and fatety are not to be found
fa it, that defpotifm will be the neceffury and inevitable
comfequence of its cRablithment.

CENTINEL.

CENTINEL
N UMBENR V..
Tothe Peoris of PENNSYLVANI M

R. WILSON, in a fpeech delivered in our coa-

vention oa Saturday the 24th infRant, has con-

ceded, may for:eably proved, that one confolidated go-
verament will not anfwrer tor fo extenfive a tervitory as

the United Stater-inclades, tht flavery would be thc
acceflary
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fieccfTary fate of the people under fuch a government
his words are fo remarkable, that I cannot forbear re.
citing them ; they are as follows, viz, ¢ The extent ot
country for which the ncw conflitution was required,
produced another difficutty in the bufinefs of the federal
¢onvention, ltis the opinion of fome celebrated wris
tcrs, thatto afmall territory, the democratical, to a
middling territory, as Montelquicn has termed it, the
monarchical, and, to an extenfive territory, the defpotic
form of government is the beft adapted. Regarding,
then, the wide and almoft unhounded juriidi&tion of the
States, at firlt view the h.nd of defpotifm fecemed ne-
ceflary to controul, connc@, and prote@ it ; and hence
the chief embarraflment arofe. Fory we knew, that al-
though our conltituen's would chearfu'ly fubmit to the
legiflative refltraints ot a free government, they would
fparn at every attempt to fhickie thym with defpotic
power.”® ° Sce page five of the jrinted - ipeech. And
agdin in page feven, he fays, *¢ Is it prob.ble, that the
d:f>lution of the ftate governmonts, and the eftablifhe
ment of ons ron‘citisted empjre, would be eligible in
its natare, and [atisfa@ory to the penple in- its adminie
ftration ? I think uoi, as I have ¢iven reafons to thew,
thae fo ex:cnfive a territery could not be guverned,
conne&ed, and prefarved, Lut by the fupremacy of def-
potic power. Al the exsrtions of the moft potent em.
perors of Rowmc, w 2re not cap bz of keejing that em-
5_i£e_t_<_>g;:he;-, which, in extcut, was tar inferior to the

ominion'ol Awmerica™ ‘

This great point Faving heen now confirmed by the
concefli.m of Mr Wiluon, thoogh jndeed it was felf
evident belore, au.i the writers apainft the propofed
plan ot gTergment, having proved to “demonftration,
that the powers propofedd to be vafted in Congrefs, will
recefl.ril, annihilate and ab’orb - the lepiflatures and
judizaries, and produoce trom their wreck one comfoli-
daied government, the quethion is determined. Every
man therefore who has the weclfare of his country at
heart, every man who values his own liberty and hap.
piuefs, in fhort, every deicription of perfons, except
thofe atpiring defpots whe hepe to benefit by the mifery
and vaflalage of their countrymen, mufl now concur in

rejeding
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reje@ing the propofed fyltem of government, muft now
unite in branding its authors with the lizmz of eternal
infamy. The anniverfary of this great «Teape trom the
fangs of defpotiin, ought to be celebrated as lons as
li.berty thall continue to be dear to the citizens of Ame-
rica. .

I will repeat fame of my principal arguments, and
add fome turther remack., on the fubji&@ of confoli-
dation.

The legiflative is the higheft delegated power in go-
vernment ; all other sre ‘ubordingte to it.  The cele-’
braied Montefquien tablithos it s 3 maxim, that legif-
lation nec-flurily tollows the power of Lazation. By’
the 8tk .&ion of article the ﬁrE of the propofed go-
vernm’ t, “ the Congrefs are co bave power to lay and
colle& taxes, dutics, impolls, and excifes, to pay the
debts, and prouide for the common defence and general
welfare of the Uaited States.® Now, what can be
more comprchenfive than thefe words ? Every fpecies of
taxation, whether ext -nal or internal, are included.
Whatever taxes, duties, .. excifes, that the Congrefs
may deem neceflary to the gencral welfare, may be. im-
poled on the citizens of thefe RRates and levied by their
oficers.  The Congrels are to be the ablolute judges of
tke propricty of fuch taxes, in fhort they may conftrue
every purpofe for which the ftate legiflatures now lay
taxes, to be for the general welfure, they may feize up-
oa every fource of taxation, and thas make itimpra&ica-
ble for the Rates to have the finulieit revcoue ; and if a
Rate £ - 1ld prefume to impole a tax or excife, tha: would
interfere with the federal tax or excife, Congrefs may
foon terminate the contention, by repealing the ftate
law, by virtueof the followidg fc&ion ;  To wake al:
laws which fhall be neceflary and proper for carrying
into execytion the foregoing pou ers, and all other pow-
ers vefied by this conRitution in the goverament of the
Uagited States, or in an) department thoreof.® Indzed
every law of the Rates may be conyouled by this pow-
er. Thelegillstive power granted by thefe fe&ions, is
fo_unlimited in its natare, may be fo comprehenfive and
boundefs int its excicife, that this alone would be ampty

aficicnt  carcythe coupde grace to the {tate go-
) T vernarents,
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vernments, to fwallow them up in the grand vortex of
general empire, Buc the legiflative has an able auxilia.
ry in the judicial department, for a ref...nce to my
fecond number will thew, that this may be made greatly
inftrumental ia effe@ing a confolidation ; as the tederal
judiciary would abforb all others. Left the toregoing
powers fiould not fuflice to confolidate the United States
into one empire, the convention, as if determined to
prevent the pofbility of a doube, as if to prevent alt
clafhing by the oppofition of ftate powers, as it to pre-
clude all Rruggle for fRate importance, as if to level all
obftacles to the fupremacy of univerfal iway, which in
fo extenfive a territory would be am iron hapnded def-
potifm, have ordained by article the 6th, ¢ That 1his
eonflitution, and the laws of the United States, which
Jhall be made in purfuance therevf, and all treatios made,
or which fball be made, under the autbority of the United
States, fall be the [upreme law of the land ; and the
Judges in eveyy flate foall be bound thereby, amy thing ism
the conflitution or laws of anyflate to the centrary mote
withflanding . ‘

The words, * purfuant to the conflitution,” will be no
seftrition to the autherity of Congrefs; for the foree
tooing fc@ions give *hem unlimited legiflation ; their un-

unded power of taxation does alone include all
others, as whoever has the purfe firings will have full
dominion. But the convention has fuperadded another
power, by which the Congrefs may famp with the fanc.
tion of the conltitution every pofible law ; it is contain-
ed in the following claufe : * To make all laws which
fhall be neceffary and proper for carrying into execution
the loreﬁloing powers, and all other powers vefled by
this conititution in the government of the United States,
or in any department or officer thereof,® Whatever law
Congrefs may deem neceflary and proper for carrying
into _xecution any of the powers vefted in them, may be
eniled ; and by virtue of this claufe, they may con-
troul and abrogate any and every of the laws of the
&.te governments, on the allegation that they inter-
fere with the executiop of any of their powers ; and
yetthefe laws will “ Jo made in purfuance of the confli-
tutisn® and of courte will « be sthe fupreme l‘wlof‘th

and,
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send, and the judges in coery flate fhal] be bound thevedy,
any thing in rhe conflitution oy laws of any flate, to the
sontrary motwithflanding. -

There is no refervation made in the whole of this
plan in favour of the rights of the feparate Rates. In
the prefent plan of confederation made in the year 1778,
it was thought neceflary by article the 3d to declare,
that cach flate retains its fovereigaty, freedom, and inde-
pendence, and every power, jurifdillion, and right, wbich
or not by this confederation cxprefily delcgated to the Unit.
¢d States in Congrefs affembled. Pofitive grant was not
thought fuffrciently defcriptive and reftriéive upon Com.
grefs, and the omiffion of fuch a declaration now, when
fuch great devolutions of p ‘wer are. propofcd, manifefs
the defign of confolidating the Rates.

What reftri@ion does Mr. Wilion pretend there is in
the new conftitution to the fupremacy of delpotic fway
over the United States? What barrier does he afign f. ¢
the fecurity of the ftate governments? Why truly a
mere cobweb of a limit ! By interpofing the fhicld of
what will become mere form, to check the reality of pow-
er. He fays, that the exifience of the fate governments
are effential to the organization of Congrets, that the
former is made the neceflary bafis of the latter, for the
federal fenators and prefident are to be s ppointed by the
ftate legiflatures ; and that hence all fears of a conioli.
dation are groundlefs and Mmaginary. It muft be con.
feffed, as reafon and argument would have been foreign
to the defence of the propofed plan of goverament, Mr.
Wilfon has difplayed much ingenaity on this occafion;
he has involved the fubjett in all the mazes of fophiftry,
and by fubtil diftinQions he has efablithed principles
and pofitions, that exift only in his own fertile imagma-
tion. Itis a folecifm in politics for two co-ordinate 10-
vercignties to ezit together; you muft feparate the
fphere of their jurifdi@®ion, or after running the race of
dI:)minion for fome tim:, ene would neceflarily triumph
over the other ; but in the mean time the fubjefts of it
would be harrafled with deuble impofitions to fupport
the contention; however, the frite between Congrefs
and the Hates could not be of long continvance, for the
former has a decifive {uperiority 1n the outfet, and has

morcoy er
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moreover the power by the very confituion itfelf to
tcrminate it when expedieat.

As this neccfliry connesion, as it has been termed,
betweecn the late governments and the gencial govern-
ment, has been made a point of great magoitude by
the advocates of the aew plan, as it is the only obRacle
alledged by them againlt a confolidation, i: ought to be
well confidered. It 18 declared by the propoicd plan,
that the federal fenators, and the ele@ors who choofe
the pretideut of the United States, thall be appointed by
th@ Rtate leyflatures for the long period of fix and four
years refpecively; how will this connexion prevent the
ftate 1egiflitares being divefted of every important, eve-
ry cficient power ? may not they, will not they dwindle
into mere hoards of appointment, as has ever happened
in other nations to public bodies, who in fimilar circum.
Rances have been fo weak as to part with the efleatials
of power ? does not hiftory abound with fuch inltances?
And this may be the mighty amount of this inieparable
connexion which is fo much dwelt upon as the fecurity
of the Rate governments. Yet even this fhadow of a
limit againit coniolidation may be annihilated by the
imperial fiat, without any violation cf even the forms
of the conflitution ; ie&ion 4th of article 1ft has made a
provifion for this, when the people are fufficiently fa-
tigued with the ufelefs expence of maintaining the forms
ot departed power and tecurity, and when they fhall
pray to he rclieved from the impofition. This feQion
cannot be too often repeated, as it gives fuch a latitude
to the defigning, as it revokes every other part of the
conflitution that may be tolerable, and as it may enable
the adminiftration under it to complete the fyflem of
defpoufm: Itis in the following words, viz. ¢ The
times, places, and manner of holding cle@ions for fena-
tors and reprefentatives, fhall be prchribcd in each RRate
by the legiflature thereof ; buc the Congrefs may by
law at any time make or alter fuch regulations, except
as to the place of choofing fenators.” The oaly appa-
rant reftri@ion in this (i-ue is, as to the place of ap-.
pointing fenators, but evca this may be rendered of go
avail; for as the Coagreis have the controul over the
time of appontment of both fenators and reprefentatives,

they
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they may, under the pretence of an apprehenfion of in-
vafion, upon the pretence of the turbulence of what
they may Rile a faQion, and indeed pretences are nevet
wanting to the defigning, they ma, poilpone the time
of tiie cle@ian. of the fenators and the reprefentatives
from period to periou to perpetuity: Thus they may,
and if they may they certainly will, from the luft of do-
minion {o inherent in the mind of man, relieve the peo-
ple irom the wrouble of attending ele@ions by conde-
fcending to create themfelves, Has not Mr. Wilfon a-
vowed it in fa@ ? Has he not faid in the convention that
it was neceflary that Congrefs fthould poffefs this power,
as the means of its own prefervation; otherwife fays he,
an inavafion, a civil war, a fa&ion, or a feceflion of a
minority of the aflembly, might prevent the reprefenta-
tion of a Rate in Congrefs.
The advocates of the propofed government mult be
hard driven, when they reprefent, that becaufe the le-
iflatares of this and the other Rates have exceeded the
gtl:e bounds of power, notwithftanding every guard pro-
vided by their conflitucions ; that becaufe the luft of ar-
bitrary fway is fo powerful as fometimes to get the bet-
ter of every obftacle, that therefore we fhould give fuil
fcope to it, for that all reftri®ion would be ufelefs and
nugatory. And further, when they tell you that a goed
adminiftration will atone for all the defe&®s in the go-
vernment, which, fay they, you muft neceffarily have s
for how can it be otherwife, your rulers are to be taken
from among yourfelves. My fellow citizenc, thefe af-
piring defpots mult indeed have a great conternpt for
your uaderftandings, when they hope to gull you out
of your liberties by fuch rcaioning ; for what is the pri-
mary obje& of government, but to check and controul
the ambitious and defigning: How then can moderation
and virtue be expefed from men who will be in poffefli-
on of abfolute fway, who will have the United States at
their difpofal? They would be more than men who
could refik fuch temptation! Their being taken from
among the people would be no fecurity, tyrants are of
native growth in all countries; the greateft bathaw in
Turkey has been one of the peop’e, as Mr. Wilfon tells

you
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gou the prefident general will be. What confolation
would this be, when jou fhall be fuffcring under his

opprcfiion.

H CENTINEL

S D
C ENTTINEL,

NUMIBER VI
Tothe Prorrz f PENNSYLVANIA.

« Man is the glory, jeft, and ridd.e of the world.”
) Porx,

NCREDIBLE tranftion! The people who, feven years
ago, deemed every earthly good, every other confideratio
on as worthlefs when placed in competition with liberty,
shat heaven-born bleffing, that zeft of all cthers ; the peo-
pie wbhe, alluated by this noble ardor of patriotifm, rofe
fuperior to every weaknefs of humanity, and fhone with
Juch dazzling lufire amidfi the greate)! difficulties ; awbe,
emulous of eclipfing cach other in the glorious affertion of
the aignily of luman matare, courted every danger, and
awere cver ready when neceffary, to lay down their lives at
the attar of liberty: 1 fa5, she people who exhibited a
Jpe@lacle that commanded the admiration, and drew the
plandits of the moft difiant natiocns, are now rewerfing the
picture ; are mow loft to cvery noble principle, are abonug
80 facrifice that inelimable jewel liberty to the genius of
defpotifm. A golden phantom held out 11 them by the crasty
and afpiring defpots among themfelves, is alluring them
into the fangs of arbitrary power ; and [> great is their
infatuation, that it feems as if nothing fhort of the reaiity
of mifery, neccffarily atterdant on flavery, will roufe th m
Jrom their [alfe confidence, or convimce them of the direful
deception ; but them, alas | it will be 800 late, the chains
of defpotijm will be faff rivetted, and all efcape pre-
c/uded.

For years paft the barpics of power bave beem ind.ifls -
oufly inculcating the idea, that all our difficulties proceed
Jrom the impotency of Congrefi, and bave at length fuc-

ceeded
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ceeded to give to this fenti ent almafl univerfal curremcy
and belief : The devafiatizas, loffes and burttens, occafion-
od by the late war, the exccfive importatisrs of firei:n
werchandize and luxuries, which have drained the ccarntry
of its [pecie and invileed it in d-'t, are all overlieked,
and the inadequacy sof toe pawers of the prefent confil:ra-
siom is crronconfly fuppofed ta ke the culy caufe of sur dif-
feulties ; berce perfans of every defcription are revcliing
in the anticipation ~f the balcycn days corfequent on the
fablifbment cf the new conflitution. What gros deceps
tion and fatal d:l1hun! Altlsugh very comfiderable Lenchit
migts be derived frem Slrezgeh ning the bands of Corgrefs,
¢ to enable them to regulate commerce, and cour.teraclt
the adverfe refiritticas of other natizns, which awould meet
«with the concurrence of ail perfons ; yet this bensit is ac-
conipanied in the neaw cenflilxticn with the [vousgs of def-
potic power, that awill remder the citizens of Admerica te-
mants at will of ev:ry fpecizs of property, cf every enjov-
ment, and make them: :nere drudges of givoriment. The
gilded bait conceals cirrostv2s that awill cat up their avkole
Jubflance.

Since the late able difcuflizny all are now fer/ble of
great defells in the new conflituticn, are fenfidle t'at pow-
er is thereby granted aviilout limitaiicr or refiriftion ;—
yet fuch is the impatience of the pestle to reap th: golden
barvefl of rzgulatzd commse:ce, that tley will et tale time
to [fecure their likerty and bappinefs, mor evem to [zcure
the bemeSt of the expel=d wealth ; out are aweakly trufling
gleir every comcern 19 the difiretizzary difpsfal 5f :hzir fu-
ture rulers ;3 are content te l.,',. every :ti':{_,'? of prtver, be-
caufe they are promifed a gosd ad:umirtfhration, lecaufz mo-
deratizn and felf-demal are the ckaraferiflic featurcs of
men in p3.2Mhoa of abf:lute [oay. Wit cgrezicus filly
What fuperlative grorance of the ratuie of pover dies
Juck conduc? difcozer!

Hillory exhitits this mslaachzly truth, that fivery bas
Been the Iot of nearly thc awisl: of mankird in !l uz-y, and
that the very fmall prrtizm awls bave enisicd 102 Slefings
of liberty, bave [ren been reduced ti toe commion level of
Pavery and mifiry. The cauf- of t'is gencral vajulaze

may be traced ts a princitle of humar: natirve, actich is
sore pewerfil and operati e thun ali tie stnes comiired ;
N it
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{u is that lult of dominion thatis inherent in every mind,
in 4 greater or lels degree ; thid is (o univer(al and ever.
adtive a paffion as to influence all our anceRtors; the dife
ferent fituation and qualidcatious of men only modifies
and varies the compicxion and operation of it.

For this darling pre-eminence and fuperiority, the
m:rehant, already poflufled of a competency, adven-
tures his all in the purtrit of greater wealth ; it is for
this, that men of all defcriptions, after having amaffed
fortuncs, fill perfevere in the toils of labour; in fhort,
this is the great principle of exertion in the votarics of
riches, learning, and tame.

In a favage Rate, pre-eminence is the refult of bodily
firength and intrepidiiy, which compels fabmiflion from
zll fuch as have the misfortune to be lefs able; there-
fore the great end of civil government is, to prote& the
wcak from the oppreflion of the powerful, to put every
man upon the level of equai liberty ; but here again the
fame luft of dominion by different mepns fruftrates al.
moft always this falutary intention. In a polifhed ftate
of focicty, wealth, talents, addrefs and intrigue are the
qualities that attain fuperiority in the great fphere of
government. '

The moft firiking illaftration of the prevalence of this
lalt of dominion is, that the moft {trenuous aflertors of
Jiberty in all ages, after fauccefsfully triumphing over.
tyranny, have thcmfelves become tyrants, when the ua-
fufpicious confidence of an admiring people have en-
trofted them with unchecked power: Rare are the in-
Rances of feclf-denial, or confifiency of condu in the
votaries of liberty, when they have become poffeflfed of
the reins of authority; it has been the peculiar felicity of
this country, that her grear dsliverer did not prove
Cromwwell, nor a Mosnk. '

Compare the declarations of the moft zealons affert-
ors of religious Jiberty, whillt under the lafh of perfecu-
tion, with their condu& when in power ; yoa wil' find
that even the benevolence and humility inculcated in
the goipels, prove no reftraint upon this love of domi-
nation. The mautaal contentions of the feveral fe@s of
seligion in England fome ages fince, are fuflicient evia
dence of this tryth. ’

The
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The annals of mankind demonftrate the precarious
tenure of privileges and property Je; endeni upon the
will and pleafure of rulers; thefe illuftrate the fatal
danger of relyiny upen the moderation and felf-dsnial
i men expoled 1o tie temptations that the conprefs un-
der the new conftitution will be.  Th: [t ot power op
dominion is ot that nature, as feeks to overcome every
obflacle, and does not remit its exerticns, whilit any ob-
je& of conqueft remairs, nothing thert of the plenitude
of dominion, will fatisfy this carled demon: Therefore
liberty is only to be prelirved by a due refponfibility in
the governmeny, and by the conliint aivention of the
people; whencver that refponfibility has been lefiened,
or thi: attention remitted, in the fume degree has arbi-
trary fway prevailed. |

The celebrated Mente/zuiza has warned mankind of
the danger of an impiicit reliance on rulers; he fays,
that « a perpetual jealoufy refpeéiing liberty, is abfo-
lutely requifite in all free Rates,” and again, « that
flavery is ever preceeded by fleep.”

I fhall conclude this number with an extra& from a
fpeech delivered by lord George Dighy, afterwards earl
of Briflel, in the Englilh parliament, on the tricnnial
bill in thes year 1641. viz. “ It hath been a mazxim a-
mong the wifeft legiflators that whoever means to iettle
goof laws moft proceed in them, with a finifter opinion
of all mankind; and whofoever is not wicked, it is for
want only of the opportunity. It is that opportunity
of being ill, Mr. {peaker, that we mult take away, it
ever we mean to be happs, which can ncver be done,
but by the frequency ot parliaments.

« No Rate can wifcly be confident of any pablic mi-
nifter’s coatinuning good longsr than the rod is held over
him.

« Let me appeal to all thofe that were prefent in this
houfe at the agitation of the petition of rights : and let
them tell themfclves truly of whofe promotion to the
management of public affairs do they think the genera-
lity would, at that time, have had better hopes, than
of Mr. Nov, and fic Thomas Wentworth ; both having
been at that time and in that bufine(s, as I have heard,

moft keen and adlive patiiots, and the latter of thelg. to
the

tL.of C.
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the cternal aggravation of his infamous treachery to the
commonwe tith be it fpoken, the firft mover, and infift-
er, 10 have this claufe added to the petition of rights,
viZ.

« That for the comfort and fafety of his fubje&s, his
majelty would te pleated to declare his will and plea-
fure, that all his minilters fhould ferve him according
to the laws and [i.orutes of the reclm.

« And yet, Mr, fpeaker, to whom now can all the
inundations upon our liberties, under pretence of law,
and the late fhip-wreck at once of all our property, be
attributed more than to Noy, and all thofe other mif-
chiefs whereby this monarchy hath been brought almoft
to the brink of deflru@tion, fo much to any “as to that
grand apoftate to the commonwealth, the new licute-

nant of Irclind, fir Thomas Wentworth? Let every
man but confider thefe men as once they were.®

Britifh Libertics, page 184 and 183.

5
CENTINEL.
Philadelphia, Dec. 22, 1787.

B "~ R )

CENTINEL,
N UMBER VI
Tothe Prorte f PENNSYLV ANIA.
Friends, Countrymen, and fellow Citizens,

HE admiring world lately beheld the fun of liber-
Aty rijfen to meridian fplendor in this weltern he-
mifphere, whofe cheering rays began to difpel the gloom
of even tranfatlantic defpotifm; the pagriotic mind, en-
raplured with the glowing fceac, Tond!y anticipated an
univerfal and eternal day to the orb of freedom; but
the horrifon is already darkened, and the glooms of fla-
very threaten to fix their empire. How tranfitory are
the bleffings of this life! Scarcely have four years elapf-
ed .ﬁnce efe_ United States, refcuced from the domi-
nation of foreign defpots, by the uncxampled heroifm

and
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and perfeverance of its citizens, at fuch great expence
ot blood and treafure, when they are aboutto fall a
prey to the machinations of a profligate junto at home,
who, feizing the favourable moment, when the tempo-
rary and exiraordinary difficulties of the people have
thrown them off tlieir guard, and lulled that jealouty
of power fo cflential to the prefervation of frecdom, have
been too fuccefsful in the facrilegions attempt; however
I am confident that this formidable confpiracy will end
in the confufion and infamy of its authors ; that, if ne-
ceflary, the avenging fword of an abufed people will
humble thefe afpiring defpots to the dust, and that their
fate, like that of Charles the Firlt of England, will de-
ter fuch attempts in future, and prove the confirmation
of the libertics of America until time fhall be no more.

One would imagine, by the infolent condu& of thofe
harpics of power, they had already triumphed over the
liberties of the people ; that the chains were rivetted,
and tyranny e@ablifhed. They tell us all farther oppo-
fition will be in vain, as this fate has paffcd the Rubi-
con. Do they imzgine the freemen of Pennlylvania
will be thus trepanned out of their liberties ; that they
will fubmit without a firuggle ? They muft indeced be
inebriated wih the luft of dorinion, to indulge fuck
chimerical ideas. Will the a& of onme fixth of the peo-
ple, and this too, founded on deception and furprife,
bind the community. Is it thus that the altar of liberty
fo recently crimfoned with theblood of our worthies,
is it to be proftrated, and defpotifm reared on its ruins ?
Certainly not. YThe folemn mummery that has been
a@ing in the name of the people of Pennfylvania, will
be treated with the deferved contempt , it has ferved,
indeed, to expofc the principles of the men concerned,
and todrawa line of difcrimination between the real
and affcBied patriots.

Imprefled with an high opinion of the underflanding
and fpirit of my fellow citizens, I have in no ftage of
this bufinefs entertained a doubt of its eventual defeat;
the momentary delufion, ariing {rom an unreferved
confidence ;placed in fome of the chara&ers wholc names
fan&ioned this fcheme of power, did not difcourage me:

1 ferefaw that this blind admiration would difcover ity
native deformity. y
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Already tke enlightened pen of patricti.m, aided by
an able public difcuffion, has difpelled the miflt of de-
ception, and the great body of the people are awaken-
ed to a dae fenfe of their danger, and are determined
to affert their liberty, if neceflary, by the {word; but
this mean r.eed notto be recurred to, for who are their
enemices ? A junto, compoled of the lordly and high
minded gentry, of the prefligate and the needy office
hunters, of men, principally, who, in the late waur,

fknlked trom the common danger. Weould fuch cha-
raters dare to face the majzity of a free people ? No :
All the confli@ would be between the offended jultice
and generofity of the people, whether thefe fucrilegious
invaders of their deareft rights fhould tuffer the merit-
ed punifhment, or efcape with an infamous contempt.

However, as additional powers are neceflary to Con-
grefs, the people will no doubt fee the expediency of
calling a convention for this purpofe as foen as may be,
by applying to their reprefentatives in aff*mbly, at their
next {cflion, to appoint a fuitable day for the ele@ion of

fuch convention.
CENTINEL.
Philadelphia, Dec, 275th, 1787,

C ENTTINE L,
N UMBER VI
To the ProrLe of PEN NSY LV ANIA,

Fiiends, Countrymen, and fellow-citizens,

NDER the benign influence of liberty, this coun-
try, fo recently a rugged wildernefs, and the atode

of favages and wild bealts, has attained to a degree of
improvement and greatne's, in lefs than two ager, of
which hitlory furnifhes no parallel ; it is here that ha-
man nature may be viewed in all it5 glory, man aflumes
the fation dcfigned him by the creation, a happy equa-
lity and independency pervades the community ; it is

Rere the human mind, untrammellcd by the re(lrai;lts
°
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of arbitrary power, expands every faculty : as the fleld
to fame and riches is apen to all, it Rimulates univerfal
exertion and exhibits a lively pi@ure ot emulation, in.
duftry and happinefs.  The unfortunate and opprefled
of all nations fly to this grand alylum, where liberty ig
ever prote®ed, and induftry crowned with fuccefs.

Bat as it is by compariton only, thut men efimate
the value of any good, they arc not fenlible of the worth
of thefe bleffings they enjoy until they are deprived of
them; hence, trom ignorance of the horrorsof flavery,
nations that have been in poffeffion of that rareft of blel-
fings, liberty, have fo eafily pa~ted with it: W en
groaning under the yoke of tyranny, what perils would
they not encounter, what confideration would they not
give to regaiu the ineltimable jewel they had loft; bur.
the jealoufy of defpotifm guards every avenue to free-
dom, and confirms its empire at ths expence of the de-
voted people, whofe property is made inftrumeacal to
their mifery; for the rapacious hand of power feizes up-
on every thing, defpair prefently fucceeds, and every
noble faculty of the mirnd being deprefl=d, and all mo-
tive to indufiry and exertion being removed, the people
are adapted to the nature of the government, and drag
out a liftlefs exiflience.

If ever America fhould be enflaved, it will be from
this canfe, that they are oot feniible of their peculiar
felicity, that they are not aware of the value of the hea-
venly boon committed to their care and protetion; and
if the prefent confpiracy fails, as I have no doubt will
‘be the cafe, it will be the triumph of reafon and.philo-
fophy, as thefe united ftates have never felt che iron
hand of power, or experienced the wretchednefs of fla-
very.

The confpirators againft our liberties have prefumed
too much on the maxim, that nations do not take the
alarm, until they teel oppreffion. The enlightened ci-
tizens of America have, on two memorable occafions,
convinced the tyrants of Europe, that they are endued
with the facolty of firefight, that they will feduloufly
guard again@t the firlt introdu@ion of tyranny, howevere
fpeciounfly glofled over, or whatcver appearance it may
aflume: It was not the mere amount of the duty om

ftamps,
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Ramps, or tea, that America oppofed ; they were con. -
fidercd as fignals of approaching defpotifm, as prece.-
dents whereon the fuperftru@ure of arbitrary fway was
to be reared.

Notwithflanding fuch illuftrious evidence of the geod
fenfe and {pirit of the people of thefe united Rates, and
contrary to all former experience of mankind, which
demonfirates, tihat itis enly by gradual and impercepti-
blc degrees that nations have hitierto been enflaved, ex-
cept in cafe of conquelt by the {word ; the authors of the
prefent confpiracy ars attempting to feize upon abfolute
power at one grafp; impatieat of dorinion, they have
adopted a decifive line of condu&, which if tuccelsful
would obliterate every trace of liberty. I congratulate
my fellow citizecns, that the infatuated confidence of
their enemies kas ic Llindcd their ambition, that their
defeat muft be certain and cafy ; if imitating the refined
policy of fuccefsful dcipots, they had »ttacked the cita-
dcl of liberty by fap, and gracdually underain=d its out-
works, they would have Rood a fairer chance of effe@-
ing their defign; butin this enlightened age thus rafh-
ly to-attempt to carry the fortrefs by ftorm, is iolly in-
deed. They kave even expofed fome of their batteries
prematureiy, and thereby vnfolded every lateat view ;
for the unlimited power of taxation wculd alone have
been amply fuificient for every purpofe; by a proper
application of this, the will and pleafure of the rulers
would of courfe have beccme the fupreme lawof the
land; thercfore there was no ufe in peurtraying the ulti-
mate obje&t, by fuperadding the form to the reality of
fupremacy in the following claufes, viz. that which im-
powers the new congrefs to make all laws thatmay be
neceflary and proper for carrying into execution amy of
their powers by virtue ot which every poffible law will
be conflitutional, as they are to be the fole judges of the

_propriety of fuch laws; thatwhich ord:zins that their
a8s fhall be the fupreme Jaw of the iand, any thing in
the Jaws or conftitution of any Rate to the contrary not-
withltanding ; that which gives coagrefs the ablolute
controul over the time aud mode of ks appointment and
ele@tion, whereby, independent of any other means; they
way cBablith hereditary defpotifm; that which a.t}tho-
rifes
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tifes them to keep on foot at all 1imes a flanding army ;
and that which {ubje&s the militia to ablolute command.
Aud (0 accelerate the fubjugaticn of the people, trial by
Juryin civil cafcs, and the hberty of the prefs are abo-
lithed.

So flagrant, fo andacious a confpiracy ~gainft the li-
beﬂ.ieso?a free people, is without precedent ; mankind
in the darkeit agcs, have nceer been fo infulted—even
thep tyrants found it neccflary 1o pay fome refpe@ to
the habits and Icelings of the peoile ; and nothing but
- the name of a Waﬂngton cquld have occafioned a

wmoment'slefitation about the nature of the new plan,
or faved its authors fro:» the execration and veageance
of the people, which eventually will prove an aggrava-
tion of their treafon, tor America will refent the impe-
fition pradifed upon tl:c unfuipicious zeal of Yer sl/uflri-
osus deliverer, and rindicate her chara&er from the af-
perfions ot thefe encmics of her happinefls and fame.

The advocates of this plan have artfully attempted
to veil over the true nature and principles of it, with
the names ot thofe refpe@able chara&ters that by con-
fommate cunning and addrefs they have prevailed upon

“to fign it, and what ought to conviice the people of
the deception and excite their apprehenfions, is, that
with every advantage which education, the fcience of:
rnment, and ot law, the knowledge of hiftory, and
fuperior talents and endowments furnilh the authors and
advocates of this plan, they have, {rom its publication,
exerted all their power ane'é influcnce to prevent all Jif-
cuffion of the fubje®, and when this could nat be pre-
veated, they have craftantly avoided the ground cf ar-
t, and recurred to declamation, fophiltry, and
perfonal abufe, but principally relied upon the magic of
mames. Would this have been their condu#t, if their
caule bad besn a good one ? No : they wou'!d have in-
vited veftigation, and coavinced the underltandings of
the people. ’ ' :

Bat fuch policy izdicates great ignorance of the good
{enfc and fpirit of the people ; for if the funQion of
every coavention throughout the union was obtained
by the mcans thefe mea are pra8ifing, yet their triumph
would be momeatary, the favorite objc@ woul!_d it

' 0 ' clude
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clude their grafp, for a governm:nt founded on fraud
and deception could not be maintzined without an army
fulGciently powerful to compel fubmiffion, which the
awell-born of America could not fpeedily accomplifh.
However, the complexion of feveral of the more confi-
derable ftates does not promife even this point of fuc-
cefs. The Carolinas, Virginia, Maryland, New-York,
and New-Hamp(hire, have, by their wifdom in taking a
longer time to deliberate, in all probability faved them-
felves from the difgrace ol becoming the dupes of this
gilded bait, as experierfte will evince, that it necd only
be properly examined to be execrated and repulfed.
The merchant, immerfed in fchemes of wealth, fel-
dom extends his view beyond the immediate obje of
gain ; he blindly purfues his feeming intereft, and fees
not the latent miichief; therefore it is, that he is the
Jaft to take the alarm, when public liberty is threatened.
This may account for the infituation of fome of our
merchants, who, elated with the imaginary profpe& of
an improved commerce under the new government,
overlook all danger ; they do not confider that com-
merce is the handmaid of liberty, a plant of free growth
that withers under the hand 8f defpotifm, that cvery
concern of individuals will be facrificed to the gratifica-
tion of men in power, who will inftitute injurious mo-
nopolies, and fhackle commerce with every devicé of
avarice ; and that property of every fpecies will be held
at the will and pleafure of rulers.
- If the nature of the cafe did not give birth to thefe
well founded apprehenfions, the principles and chara8ers
of the authors and advocates of the meafure ought.
View the monopolizing fpirit of the principal of them
See him converting a Bank inftituted for the common
benefit, to his own and creatures emolument, and by
the aid thereof controuling the credjt of the ftate, and
direQ@ing the mealures of government. View the vaffal.
age ot our merchants, the thraldom of the city of Phi.
ladelphia, and the extinQion of that fpirit of indepen-
dency in moft of its citizens, fo eflential to freedom.
View this Coloffus attempting the grafp to commerce
of America, and meeting with a fudden repulfe ; in
the midR of his immenfec career receiving a fhock that
' threatens
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threatens his very exifteace. View the defperate fortunes
of many of his coadjutors and dependents, particularly
the bankrupt fituation of the principal inftrament under
the great man in promoting the new government, whoie
fuperlative arrogsnce, ambition, and rapacity, wou'd
need the fpoils of thoufandsto gratify. View his tower-
ing afpe&, he would have no bounds of comp:ffion tor
the opprefled, he would overlook all their fufferings.
Recolle@ the Rrenuous and unremitted exertions of thete
men, for years paft, to deftroy our admirable confiitu-
tion, whofe obje@ is, to fecure equal liberty and ad-
vantages to all, and the great obflacle in the way of
their ambitious fchemes, and then anfwer, Whether 1hefe
apprebenfions are chimerical ; whether fuch claraller;
will be lefs ambitions, lefs avariciows, more mcderate,
cvben the privileges, property, amd every concerm of i1he
pecple of the United States [hall be at their mercy, wwhen
they fball be im poffeffion of abfeinte fvay.
CENTINEL,

Philadelphia, Dec. 27th, 1787.
M

CENTINEIL
NUMUBER IX
To the Prorre of PENNSY LV ANIA,
F:iends, Countrymen, and [ulow-citizens,

OU have the peceliar felicity of living under the
moft perfe@ fyflem of local government in the
world ; prize then this invaluable ble ng as it deferve . ;
fuffer it not to be wrefted from you, and the fcourge of
defpotic power fubRituted in its place, undir the ffpe-
cious pretence of vefting the gencial government of the
United States with neceflary power ; that this would be
the inevitable confequence ct the eflablithment of the
new conflitaticn, the leaft confideration of its nature _and
tendency is fa cient to convince every unprcjgd‘olced
mind.
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mind. [f yon were fulliciently impreffed with your pre-
fent fuvored fitu ttion, | ihculd have no doubt ot a pro-
per ducifion of the queltica i difcuflien.

Thz highelt tltutration of the excellence of the con.
flicu‘ion ot this commenwealth, is, that from its firft
citablithment, th: ambitions and profligate have heen
united in 4 conltant canfpracy to deltroy it; {o fenfi-
ble are th=y thet it is their great eneiny, that it is the
great palladium ot equal liberty, and the property of the
people from the rapacious hand of power : the annals ot
u.ankind do not furnith 4 nore glorious inltance of the
teiumph of parriotitm over the lult ot ambition, aided
by molt of the wealth ot the Rtate. The few general-
ly prevail o.er the muany Ly unitormity of council, un-
remitted and perfevering excrtion, and {uperior intorm-
ation and addrefs; but :n Peanfylv-nia, the reverfe has
haopened ; here the ave/f-form have been baflted in all
their efforts to proftrats the altar ot liberty for the pur-
pofe ot fubitit ting their own infolcut iway, thac would
degradc the freemen ot this ftateinto fervile dependence
upon the lordiy and great : howewer, itis not the naturg
ot ambition to be diflouraged ; itis ever ready to im-
prove the ticlt opportanity to rear its bancfal head, and
with irritated fury to wreak its vingeance on the vota<
ries of liberty. 4

‘The prefent confpiracy is a contipental exertion of
the wel/-bsra of America to obuain that darling domi-
nation, which thy have not been able to accotnplifh in
thcic retpe@ive Rates. OF what complexion were the
deputics of this f{ate inthe gereral convention ? Six out
of eight were the inveterate enemies of our ineftimable
conttiz:tion, and the principles ol thaigfallion that for
ten years palt have kepc the people in' continual alarm
for their libertics. Who are the advocates of the new
conltitution in this ftate ? They confift cf the fame fali-
on, with the addition of a few deluded wcll-meaning
- men,- but whofe number is daily lefl:ning.

Tae confpirators have come . rward at 2 mok favor-
able conjunfiwre, when the ftate of public affsirs haslulled
all jealoufly 0 power : emboldencd by the fan&lion of
the auguil name of a Hafiinyton that they have profli-
tured their purpofe, they have prefumed to overlsap ;hc

uiva
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u(ual gradations to abfolute pow:r, and have attempted
to feize at once upon the fupremacy of dominion. The
new infltrument of governmeni does indeed make a fal-
lacious parade of fome remaining privileges, and inful-s
the underitandings of the people with the femblance of
liberty in fome of its artfui and deceptive claufes,
which form but a flim(y veil over the reality of tyraany,
fo weakly endeavoured to be concealed from the eye of
freedom. For, of what avail are the {ew inedcquate
Ripulations in fuvor of the rights of the pcople, when
they may be effcQually countera@led and dcitroyed by
virtue of other claufes ; when thefe enable the rulers to
renounce all dependence on their conflituents, and ren-
der the latter tenants at will ot every concern ? The
new conllitation is in fa@ a carte blanche, a fucrcnder
at difcretion to the will and pleafure of our ruleis; as
this has been demonfirated to be the cafe, by the invef-
tigation and difcuflion that have taken place, 1 truft the
fame good fenfe and {pirit which have hitherto enabled
the people to triumph over the wiles of ambition, will bs
again ecgerted for theis falvation, Tre accounts from
various parts of the couatry correfpond with my warm-
eft hopes, and jultity my early predi@ionsof the eventual
defeat of this fcheme of power and office making.

The genius of liberty has founded the alurm, «nd the
dormant fpirit of her votarics is reviving with enthuhi-
aftic ardor; the likz unanimity which torruerly diflin-
gailhed them i their confli& with foriign detpots, pro-
mife to crown their virtuous oppolirion on the prefent
occafion, with fignal fuccefs. . The ftro@ure ot dzipo.
tifm that has been reared in this ftate, upon deception
and furprife, will vanifth like the bafzlets fabric ct a
dream, and leave not a trace behind.

The perafites and tools of power in Northamptca
eounty ought to take warning from the fate ot ihe Car-
lifle junto, le@ like them, they experience the ref:ntment
of an injured people. I would advile them not to repeac
the impofition of a fet of fallacious refolutions as the
fjenle of that county, when in fa&, it was the a& of a
defpicable fow, with Alexander Patterion at theis head,
whofe atchicve:nents at Wyoming, as the mean=r nitru-
ment of unfecling avarice, have rendered infinonily no.

teiious
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torius; bet yet. like the eleQion of a Mr. Sedgwick for
the little town of Stockbridge, whieh has been adduced
as cvidence of the unanimity of the weltern counties of
Mafiachufetts flate in favour of the new conflitution,
when the fa& is far otherwife, this aQ of a few individu.
zls will be founded forth over the continent as a tefti-
mony ol the zealous attachment of the county of North-
ampton to th. new confitution. By fuch wretched and
momentary deceptions do thele harpies of power endea-
vour to give the con¥plexion of Rrength to their caule.
To prevent the dete&ion of fuch impofitions, to prevent
the refl:&iun of the rays of light from fate 1o Qate,
which producing gencral ilumination, would diflipate
*he mill of deception, and thereby prove fatal to the new
coaftizution, all intercourfe between the patriots of A-
mecrica is as far as poflible cut off ; whilft on the other
hand, the confpirators have the molt ¢x2@ information,
a common conccrt is every where evident, they move in
wnifon. There is {o much mylery in the condu@& of
thefe men, fach fyltematic de  tion, and fraud, cha-
ra&erifes all their meafures, fuch extraordinary folici-
tude fhewn by them to precipitate and furprife the peo-
ple into a blind and implicit adoption of this goverament
that it cuzht to excite the moft alatming apprehenfions
in the minds of all thofe who think their privileges, pro-
perty and weltare, worth fecuring.

It is a fa& that can be citablithed, that during almoft
the whole of the time that the late coavention of this
ftate were affembled, the newf-papers publifhed in New-
York, by Mr. Greenleaf, which contain the effays writ-
ten there againft the new gevernment, fuch as the pa-
triotic ones of Brutus, Cincinnatus, Cato, &c. fent as
ufuaal by the printer of that place, to the printers of this
city, mifcarried in their conveyance, which prevented
the re-publication in this ftate, of many of thefe pieces,
and fince that period great irregularity prevails; and I
Rtand informed, that the printers in New-York complain -
that the free and independent newfpppers of this city do
no: come to hand; whiit on the contrary, we find the
devored vebicles of de(potiim pafs uninterrupted. I
would afk what is the mzaning of the new arrangement
at the poft-office, which abridges the circulation of newf-

pan-~rs
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pers at this momentous crifis, when our every concera
is dependent upop a proper decifion of the fubje® in dif-
cuficn. No trivial excufe wil be admited; the Centi-
nel will, as from the firk approach of defpotifm, warn
his countiymen of the infidious and bafe fRratagems that
are praQifing to hoodwink them out of their liberties,

The more [ confider the manauvres that are pra&tifing,
the more am I alarmed—forefecing that the juggle can-
not long be concealed, and that the fpirit of" the people
wil not brook the impofition, they have guarded, as
they fuppole, againf any danger arifing from the oppo-
fition of the people, and rendered their Rruggles-for li-
berty impotent and ridiculous, What otherwife is the
meaning of difarming the militia, for the purpofe, as it
is faid, of repairing their mufquets at fuch a particular
period? Does not the timeing of the meafure determine
the intenticn. I was ever jealous of the fele& militia,
confifting of infantry and troops of horfe, inflituted in
this city, and in fome of the counties, without the fanc-
tion of law, and oficered principally by the d:voted in-
- fruments of the well born, although the illuftrious pa-
triccifm of one of them, has not corre(pondcd with the
intention of appointing him. Are not thefe corps pro-
vided to fupprefs the firk efforts of freedom, and 10
check the fpirit of the people until a regular and fuffici-
ently powerfol military force fhall be embodied to rivet
the chaims of flavery on a deluded nation. \Vhat con-
firms thefe apprehenfions, is the declaration of a certzin
major, an allive inflrument in this bufinefs, and the echo
of the principal coafpirators, who has faid, he thould
deem the cutting off of five thoulund men, as a fmall 14-
criice, a cheap purchafe, for the eftablithment of the

pew conflitution.
CENTINEL.
Philadelphia, Jan. g, 1788.
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T HE

CONSTITUTION,

AGREED ON BY THE

GENERAL CONVENTION,

Seventeenth of September, 1987, at Philadelphia,
————mmeet N ———e.

We the people of the United States, in order to form a
more perfell union, efiablifb juflice, infure domefiic tran-
quility, provide for the common defence, promste the geme-
ral welfare, and [ecure the befings of libarty to ourfelves
and our poflerity, do ordain and ¢flablifb tbis Conflisution
Jor the United States of America, :

ARTICLE I
LL legiflative powers herein granted fhall be velt-
ed in a Congrefs of the United States, which fhall
conlift of a fenate and houfe of reprefeatatives.

Sec. 2. The houfe of reprefegtatives fhall be compol-
ed of members chofen every fecond year by the people
of the feveral Rates, and the ele@ors in each Rtate fhall
have (e qualifications requifite for cle@tors of th= moft
Dumerous branch of the ftate legiflature.

No pérfon fhall be a reprelcatative who fhall not have
attained to the age cf twenty-five years, and been feven
years a citizen of the United States, and who fhall not,
when cle@ed, be an inhabitant of that flate in which he
fhall te chofen,

. Reprefentatiyes, and dire& taxes, fhall be apportion-

ed among the j:veral fates which may be included

withib this uaion, according to their refpeive nn:.ab:rs,
: whic
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which fhall be determined by adding to the whole
number of free perfons, including thofe bound to fer-
vice for a term of years, and excluding Indians not tax-
ed, three-fifths of all other perfons. The aflual enu-
meration fhall be made within three years after the firlt
meeting of the Congrefs ot the Urited States, and with-
in every fubfequent term of ten years, in fuch manner
as they fhall by law dire&@. The number of reprefenta-
tives fhall not exceed ome for every thirty thoufand, but
eack ftate fhall have at lealt ome reprefentative ; and
vatil fach enumeration fhall be made, the ftate of New-
Hampthire fhall be entitled to choofe three; Maffachu-
fetts eight, Rhode-Illand and Providence Plantations
one, Conne&icut five, New-York fix, New- Jerfey four,
Pennfylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland fix, Virgi-
nia ten, North-Carolina five, South-Carolina five, and
Georgia three.

When vacancics bappen in the reprefentation from anmy
Slate, the executive uthority thereof fball iffue awrits of
eletion to Sl fuch vacancies,

Tbe bsufe of reprefentatives fball choofe their fpeaker and
other officers, and fhall bave the [ole power of impeacbment.

Se®. 3. Tbhe fenate of the United States fhall be como
Pofed of twe [enators from cach flate, chofen by the legifla-
tare theresf, for fix years ; and each [enator fhall bave
oRne veote. ,

Immeciately after they fhall be afembled in confequence
of the frfR eletion, they fball be divided as equally as may
be inte three claffes. The [eats of the [enators of the firft
clafs fball be vacated at the expiration of the fecond year ;
of the fccond clafs at the expiration of the fourth year ;
and of the third clafs at the expiration of the fixth year ;
Jo that cne third may be chefcs every fecond year : and if
vacancies bappen by refigmation or etherwife, during the

recefi of the legiflature of any flate, the executive thereof
may make lemporary appointments until the mext meeting
& the legiflature, which fhall then fll/{acb vacascies,

N perfon fhall be a fenatcr who fhall not bave attain-
ed te the age of thirty years, and been nine years a citi-
2en of the United States, and wto fhall net, swbhen eleled,
be an inbabilant of that fate for which be fball be chofen.

Tbe vice-prefident of the United States fball be prefi-
dent of the fenate, but foall bave no vote unlefs they be
equally disided 4 Toe
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The femate fhall cbaoﬁ.- their cther ¢%:ers, and alfo 4
prefid=nt pro 1. npore in the abjence of the vice prefident,
or wwhen be fhill exercife the office of prefident of the
U sited States.

The Jenate fhuall bawe the fole porser to try all impeach-
wments. When fitting for that purp.fe they fball be on
oath or affirmation. When the prefident of the United
Stases is tried, the chief juflice fhall prefidz : and no per-
fon fhall be conviited awitiout the comcurremce of two-
thipds of the members prefznt.

Fulgment in cafes of impeachment, fhall not extend ﬁcr-
ther lban to removal from office, and difqualification tc held
and enjoy any office of - honor, trufi, or profit, under the
Unued States ; but the parly convifled [hall net: rtlulc/)
be liable and fubjec to indictment, trial, judgment and
punifbment accordmg 10 (anw.

Sel. 4. The times placex, and marner of Fulding eloce
tions for f[cnators and reprecntuivies, youd be projericed
incach flute by the tcgiil i M"c i ool 1 tut th Congrefs
may,at an; tin:e, oy lace 1.0 vle or altor juch reoguiasions,

except as t the oo i _.'!: Flematars,,

The C. zgrc/:fm.fl dyentt ot u,.zft unCe I1n ETELY year,
aud fuch moetiv: et ’ cn e fr,? Af:rday in Decems
ber, o n[q} ll": Iall Y £ B a/)[';.-f.‘.‘ o .f,'.'..—'.""t da)

Sc&k. 5. Facnd v shatd ke trs ,i.-.~ cavgt the eleflions,

2turng, I VAT £ I AN RNY SR B NN W and a ma-
jerity of eac "v‘-‘f»-'.'," .f'.’.',l.;; e gutrim 80 do btfne/} 3

but a fmafle poand y iy ad{;urn tromday to day, and
mav be autboriied o compel tre attendance of abjent meme
bers, in juck suanner, and under fuch penalties, as each
bouf? may provide.

Each bavj: vy dotcriaive the rales of its proceedings,
p.mz_/l. 121 mewbers for diferderly bebaviour, and, with the
concurresce of tewo-thicd:, expel a -member.

Each bou;. fhali keer a journal of its proceedings, and
Jrem time 15 tiree pu . the ﬁmre, excepting fuch parts
as may, in t!oir judgrient, require fecrecy ; and the yeas
crd nays or the wmcméiers of cither boufe, om any queftion,
Shaii, at the d:fire of ome fifth q/'tboje prefent, be cmtered
oxt-e rrurnal.

Neither boule, during the fe ﬁm of Congrefs, fhall,
<witient the confint of tk other, adjourn for more tham

three
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three days, mor t2 any Sther place than that in which the
twe boufes fhall be frreing,

Seét, 6, The {enators and reprefentatives fhall re-
ceive a compenfation far their fervices, to be afcertained
by law, and paid out of the treafury ot ire United
States. They fhall, in all cafes, cxeep: treaton, t=lony,
and breach ol the peace. he privilcgcd from arreft du-
ring their attendance at the fefiion of their reipc&ive
houfes, and in going to, and r.turning {rom the fame
and for any fpeech or debats in cither houfe, t& s fhall
not be queitioned in any other place. |

No fenator o: reprefentative fhall, during the timr fer
which he. was cle@ed, be appointed tc any civi: . dice
undcr the authority of the United States, wiich fhall
have beema crcated, or the emoluments whercofl fhall
have been encreafed during fuch time ; and no perfon,
holding any cffice under the United States, fhall be =«
member of either houte duricy Lis continuance in of-
&eo ’

Sed. 7. All bills for raifing revenue fhall criginaia
in the houfe of repreientatives ; but the fenate
may propofs or concur with amendments as on other
bills, |

Every bill, which fhall bave paffed the kouf: of re-

) tatives and the fenate, fhall, before it become a
Jaw, be prefented tothe prefident of the United States;
if he approve, he fazil fignit, but if not, he fh.ll re-
tarn it, with his obje@ions, to that boufe in which it
fhall haye originated, who fhall en‘er the objcQicns at
large oa their journal, and proceed to reconfider it.—
14, afier fuch re-confidetation, two-thirds of that houfe
fhall agree to pafs the bill, it fhall be fent, together with
the obje@ions, to the other houfe, by which it thall be
re-confidered, and, if approved by two-thirds of that
houfe, it (hall become a Jaw. Baut in all fiich cafes the
votes of bath hoafes fball be determined by yeas and
nays, and the pames of the perfonsvoting far and again(t
the bill fhall be entered on the journal of each houfe
refpe@ively. If any bill Qall npt be returned by the
ﬁr_;ﬁdept within ten days (Sundays excepted) atter it

all have been prefented to him, the fume (hall be 8
law in like manner as if he had figntd it, unlels the

Congrefs,
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Congrefs, by their adjournment, prevent its return, in
which cafe it fhall not be a law. * '

Every order, refolution, or vote, to which the concur.
rence of the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives may be
neceflary (except on 2 queftion of adjournment) fhall be
prefented to the prefident of the United States : and be-
fore the fame fhall take effe@, fhall be approved by him,
or, being difapproved by him, fhall be repafled by two-
thirds of the fenateand houfe of reprefentatives, accord.-
ingi:;) the rules and limitations prefcribed in the cafe of
3 . '

Sed?. 8. The Congrefs fhall have power,

To lay and colle& taxes, duties, impofts, and excifes,
to pay the debts-and provide for the common defence
and general welfare ot the United States ; but all duties,
- impofts, and excifes, fhall be uniform throughout thé
United States ; ‘ - ot

To borrow moncy op the credit of the United
Statcs; . T Lol

To feoviate commerce with foreign nations, apd a-
Wong the icveral ftates, and with the Indian tribes;

To eftablith an uniform rule of naturalization, and
uniform laws on the fubje&@ of bankruptcics throughoug
the United States; ' '

" To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and ot fo-
;eign coin, and fix the Randard of weights and mea.
ares ; Lr e Rt , \
 To provide for the punifbment of countetfeiting the
fecurities and current coin of the United States ;

‘To eflablifh poft-offices and poft roads ; s

To promote the progrefs of fcience and ufeful arts,
by fecuring, for limited times, to authors and inventors,
the exclufive right to their refpedive writings and dil
eoveries ; ‘ B ST

To conflitute tribunaly inferior to the fopreme
court ; o o

To define and punith piracies and felonies committed
on the high feas, jand offences cgainl the law of na-
- tioms; - |

To: declare war, grant letters of marque and re-
prifal, and makc rules concerning captures op land a.d
water; ) ‘ | ' T
{ )
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To raifc and fupport armies, but no appropriation
of moncy to that ufe fhall be for a longer term than
gwo years ; . ' ‘

" To provide and maintain a nayy ;

‘To make rules for the government and regulation of
the land and navil forces ; .

""T'o pravide for calling forth the militia to execute the
laws of the union, fupprefs infurre&ions, and repel in-
vafions ; | '

To provide for organizing, arming, and difciplining
the militia, and for governing fuch part of them as may
be employed in the fervice of the United States, referve
infto the Rates refpe8ively, the appointment of the ot-
ficers, and the authority of training the militia accord-
ip{\:o the difcipline preferibed by Comgrets.

: exercife exclufive legifiation in all cafes wh22foever
oyer fach dillri§ mot cxceeding ten miles fquare) as may,
by ceffiin of parucular Rtates, and the acceptance of con-
ﬁid's. become the feat of the goverpment of the united

tes, and to exercife like authority over all places pur-
cha‘d by the confent of the legiftiture of the Rate in
which the fame fhall be, tor the ere&ion of forts, maga-
gines, arfenals, dock-yards, and othey ncedful build.
ings;—And ’ ‘ ,

" To make all laws which fhall be necefliry and proper
for carryihg into execution the foregoing rowers,

all other powers vefted by this canftizution in the govern-
ment of the nnited Rates, or in any department or off-
cet thereof =~ ‘ |

'“3efl, 9. The migration or importation of fach per-
fons, as any of the itates now exifting fhall think proper
to admit, fhalt not be prohibited by the Congrefs prioe
to the year one thoufand cight hundred and eight, but
2 tax or duty may be impofed on fuch importation, not
exceeding ten dcllars for each perfon.

- The privilege of the writ of dabeas cirpus fhall not be
fufpended, unlefs when in cafes of rebellion or invafioa,
th: pablic fatety may require it.

g; bill of attainder, or ex poff /afte law, fhall be
pafi=d. , :

" No capitation, or other dire& tax, fhall be laidl..“u-
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lefs in proportien to the fenfus, ¢r enumeratiow, herein
bzfore dire@ed to be taken, ‘ .

No tax or daty fhall be !aid*on arcicles exported from
any fate. No preference fhall be given by any regula-
tion of comme: ce or revenue to the ports of one (ate
qver thofe of 2a0ther : Nor fhall veffels bound to, or from
one flare, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in
another.

No money thall be drawn from the treafurv, but iv

uence »f appropriations made by law; ard a re-

lar fatemceat and account ot the receipts and expendi-

tures of all pcblic money fhall be pyblithed from timeo.
ume, -

No title of nobility fhall be granted by the United
Statcs» And no perfon, holding any office of profit or
truf under them, fhall, wichout the confent of the con-
grefs, accept of any prefent, emolument, ofice, or title,
of any kind whatcver, from any king, prince, or foreiga
fRate. \

Sec?, 10. Na flate thak eater into any treaty, alliance,
or conf:deration; grant letters of marque or reprifal;
coin money; emit bills of credit; make any thing but
gold or filver coin 2 tender in payment of debts; pafy
any bill of attainder, ex poft fad?o law, or law impairing
the obligation of contra@s, oc grant any title of nobility,

No ftate fhall, without the confent of the Congrefs,
Juy any impolls, or daties on imports, or exports, except,
what may be abfolutely ncceffary for executiag its in-

ion Jaws ; and the net produce of all daties and im-
poits, Jaid by any ftate, on imports or exports, fhall bq
for the ufe of the treaflury of the United States; and all
fuch laws fhall be fubje& to the revifion and coatroul of
the Congrefs. No fate fhall, without the conient of
Congrefs, lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops, or fhipg
of war, in time of peace, enter into any agrecment or
compa@ with another Rlate, or with a goreigh power, or
engage in war, unlefs altyally invaded, or in fuch immi-
aent danger as will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE"IL

Sef. 1. The executive power fhall bz velled in a pre-

fideat of the United States of America. He thail hold his

ofice during the term of four years, and, together ‘:ith
e
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the vice-prefident, chofcn for the fame term, be eledled
as follows:
Each fate fhall appoint, in fuch manner as the legif-
lature thereof may ire@, a nt nber of ele ors, equal
to the whole number of fenators and reprefentatives to
which the Rate may be entitled in the Congrefs :but no
ferator or reprefentative, or perfon holding an office of
truft or profit under the United States, thall be appoint-
ed an ele@or.
The cle®ors fhal) meet in their refpe@ive Rates, and
vote by ballot for two perfons, of whom one at leaik
fhall be an inhabitant of the fame fate with themfelves.
And they fhall make a lik of all the perfons voted for,
and of the number of votes for each ; which lift they
fhall fign and certify, and tranfmit,fealed, to the govern-
ment of the United States, dirc@cd to the prefident of
_the fenate. The prefident of the fenate fhall, in the
prefence of the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives, dpen
all the certificates, and the votes fhall then be counted.
The perfon having the greatet number of votes fhall be
the prefident, if fach number be a majority of the whole
number of the el eQors appointed ; and if there be more
than one who have foch majority, and have an equal
number of votes, then the houfe of reprefentatives 3::1[
immediately choofe, by ballot, one of them for prefi-
dent; and if no perfon have a majority, then, from the
five highelt on the lift, the faid houfe fhall in like man-
ner, choofe the prefident. Bat in choofing the prefi-
dent, the votes fhall be taken by flates, the reprefenta-
tion from each flate havicg one vote; a quorum for tik
purpofe fhall confilt of 2 member or members from twoi
thirds of the Rates, snd a majority of all the ftates fhall 2
be neceflary to a choice. In every cale, after the choice 7
of the prefident, the perfon having the greateft number %
of votes of the ele@ors, fhall be the vice-prefident. Bat

if there fhould remain two or more who bave egual votes,
the fenate thall choofe from them, by ballot, tae vice-
prefident.

The Congrefs may determine the time of choofing the
tle@ors, and the day on which they fhall give cheir votes;
which day fhall be the fame throughouc the United
States. N

o
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No perfon, except a natural born citizea, or a ciiizen
of the United States at the time of the adoption of this
conllitution, fhall be eligible to the office of prefident §
neither fhull auy perfon be cligible to that office, who
Sall not 'have attained to the age of thirty-five years,
zd been fourteen years a refident within the united

tes.

In cafe of the removal of the prefiden: from office, or
of his death, refignation, or inability to diicharge the
powers and duties of the faid office, the fame fhall de-
volve on the vice-prefident, and the Congrels may, by
Jaw, provide for the cafe of removal, death, refignati.
oa, or inability, both of the prefident and vice-prefi-
dent, declaring what officer fhall then a& as prefident;
and {uch officer fhall a& accordingly, until the difability
be removed, or a prefident fhall be ele@ed.

The prefident fhall, at ftated times, receive for his
fervices a compenfation, which fhall neither be encreaf-
ed nor diminifhed during the period for which he fhall
have been cleQed, and he fhall not receive, withia that
period, any other emolument from the United States, or
any of them.

Before he enters on the execution of his cffice, he fhall
take the following oath or :.dirmation:

2 do folemnly fwear, or affirm, that I will faitbfully
execate the officeof p-:zfident of the United States,and willy
t0 the bt of my albility, preferve, proicil, and defend the
conflitution of the Unijted States.”

Seft. 3. The prefident fhall be commander in chief of
the army and navy of the United Scates, and of the mili-
tia of the feveral flates, when called into the a&ual fer-
vice of the United States ; he may require the opinion, in
writing, of the principal officer in each of the cxecutive
departments, upon any fubjea relating to the duties of
their refpe@ive offices, and he fhall-have power to grant
reprieves and pardons jor offences againft the United
States, except in cafes of impeachment.

He (hall have power, by and with the advice and con-
feat of the fenate, to make: treaties, provided two thirds
of the fenators prefent concur; and he fhall nominate,
and by and with the advice and confcnt of the fenate,
fhall . appoint ambaffadors, other pablic miniflers, and

confuls,
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corifuls, judges of the fupreme court, and all oth-r of.
ficers of the Uaited Stateg, whofe appointments ar: not
herein otherwife provided for, and which thl!l be #itq.
blithed by law: But the Congrefs mav, by law, vclt the
appointment of fuch ixferior officers, as they think pro-
per, in the prefident alone, in the courts of law, orin
the heads of departments.

The prefident fhall have power to fll up all vacinci:s
that may happen during th: recefs ot the fenate, by
granting commiflions which fhall expire at the end of
their next feffion.

Sed?. 3. He fhall, from time to time, give to the Coa.
grefs information of the (tate of the unton, and rccom.
mend to their confideration fuch mealfures as he thall
judge neceflary and expedient ; he may, on extraordina-
ry occafions, convene both houfes, or either f them,
and in cafc of difagrecement between them, wirh refpe&
to the time of adjournment, he may adjoura them 19
fuch time as he fhall think proper; he thai} reccive am-
bafladors and other public minifters; he fhall take care
that the laws be faithfully executed, and fhall commid-
on all the officers of the United States.

Sed. 4. The prefideat, vice-prefidert, and all civil
officers of the United States thall be rem-ived Srom office
on impeachment for, and convi@ion of treafon, bribery,
or other high crimes and m:fdemeancrs.

ARTICLE IIlL

8¢ 2. 1. The judicial power of the United Seates fhall
be velted in ome fupreme court, znd in " h inferior
courts as the Congre(s may, trom t'me to time, . {iin
and eftablifh. The judges, both o the {upreme and in-
ferior courts, fhall hold th:ir offices laring sood behavi-
our, and fhall, at ftated times, receive for theic fervices, -
a compentation which thall not be diminifhed during
their continuance in « fice.

S-2. 3. The judicial power fhall extend to all cafes,
in law and equity, arifing under this conftitution
the lJaws of the United Staics, and treaties made, or
which fhall be made, under th:ir aunthority ; 1o all cates
affe@ing ambafludore, other public minilters, and con-
fals ; to all cafes of admirlty ~2d maritime juritdi ion;
te controverfizs to which the Uaited States (hall be a

Q party 5
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p-1'y; to cemtroverfics between two or more fates, be.
tween a {tate and citizeas ot another flate, betwcen citi-
zens of diffcrent flstes, between citizens of the fame Rtate
claiming lands under the grants of different flates, and
between a ftate, or tle citizens thercof, and foreign
ftates, citizens, or fubjc&s.

In all cates aff &ing ambaffadors, other public miai-
Rers, and confuls, and thofe in which a Rate fhall be
party, the fupreme court fhall have original jurifdi&ion.
In ail other cafec bcfore mentioned, the fupreme court
fhall have appellate jurifdidtion, both as to law and fa&,
with fuch exceptions, and under fuch regulations as the
Congrefs fhall make,

The trial of all crimes, except in cafes of impeach-
meat, fhall be by jury ; and fuch trial (hall be held in
the ftate where the faid crimes fhall have been commit-
ted ; hut when not committed within any flate, the trial
{1211 be at fuch place or places as the Congrefs may by
Jaw have dire&ed, . '

Sct. 3. Treafon againft the United States thall con.
fift only in levying war againft them, or in adbering to
their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No per-
fon fhail be convifled of treafon unlefs on the teftimony
of two witneflcs to the fame overt a&, or on confeflion
in open court.

The Coagrefs ftall have power to declare the punifh-
ment of treafon, but no attainder of creafon fhall work
corruption of blood, or forfciture, except during the
life of the perfon attainted.

ARTICLE IV.

Se?. 1. Full faith and credit fhall be given in each
Rate to the public ads, records, and judicial procecdings.
of cvery other ftate. And the Congrefs may, by gene-
ral laws, prefcribe the manner in which fuch as, re-
eords, and pro..edings fhall be proved, and the cffed
thereof. - -7

Sect. 2. Thecitizens of each Rate fhall be entitled
to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the feve-
ral flates. .

A perfon, charged in any Rate with trea..n, felony,
or other crime, who thall flee from juftice, and be found
ia any other Ratc, fhall,on demand of the cxec&uv.c aue

) ority
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shority of the flate frcm which he fled, be (eliver.
ed up, to be remaved to the Rate having jurtdenon ot
the crime,

No perfon, held to fervice or labour in one i, nn.
der the l.ws theredf, cleaping into ansiher, thai,
eonfequence ot any law or regulition thoercn, be dif-
charged from fuch fervice or labour, but (hall be Jd. li-
v up on claim of the party to whom iu A {eivice or
fabor may be duec.

Sec?, 3. New Rates may te admitizd Ly the Con.

inte this vnion ; but nonew itute {1 bz formed
or ere ed within the jurifdi&tion of any other fluie; nor
any flate be formed by the junétion of two or more
Rates, or parts af ftutes, without the confent of the le.
g:ﬂ:‘l.urcs of the flates concerned, as weil as of the Con-

re

¢ The Cororefs thall have power to difpefe of and
make all needtul rules and regulations rcfpe@ing the
territory or other property bclonging to the United
States ; and nothing in t'is conflitution fhall ve fo con-
firued as to prejudice any claims of the United States,
or of any pacticular flate,

Sef?. 4. The United States fhall guarantee to every
flate in this union, a republican torm of goverpment,
and fhall prote& each of them againd inv alson $and on
application of the legillature, or ot the ex:cutive (when
the legiflature canaot be convened) againt dometlic vio-

Jence.
ARTICLE YV,

The Congrefs, whencver two-thirds of beth houfes
fhail deem it neceflary, fhal! propofc amendments to this
conftitution, or, on the application of the legiflatures ot
two-thirds of the feveral flates, fhall call a conventien
for propofing amendments, which in cither c.fe fhall be
valid to all intents and purpoles, as part of 1his conili.
tution, when ratificd by the legiflatures of thres-fourths
of the feveral Rates, or by corventions of threc-four ths
thereof, as the onc or the other mod: of ratification
may be prepoted by the Corgrefs: Provided, that no
amendment which may be made pricr tothe y.ar one
thoufand cight hundrcd and cight, fhall ia any mann-r
affcct theé it and fourth clavfes im the ninth L en of

el
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the firlt article ;5 aad that no flate, without its ccafent,
ficil be deprived ol its equal fuffrage in the fenate.
ARTICLELE VL
I d bts contraéted, and cngagements entered into
berore the adoption of this coaititution, thall be as valici
againl the United States under this conllitytion, as un-
der the coniederation.

Tais coaltituiion, and thelaws of the United States,
wiich {t.-!l be made in purfuance thereof, and all trea-
tics made, or wWhich fhall be made, under the authority
0. the United States, fhall be the fupierne law of the
Jond j and the judges in every ftate fhall be bound there-
ty, any thiny in the conllitution, or laws of any ftate,
te the conirary notwithitanding.

'l he fenuiors and reprefentatives before mentioned,
#n-! the tucmbers «f the Raie legiflatures, and all execu-
tiv2 and judicial officers, both of the United States, and
of the feverd tates, fhall be bound, by oath or affrmat’
o1, to fupport this conflituticn; but no religious teft
1hall cver be required as a qualification to any office, or
public truft, under the United States.

ARTICLE YII.

TlLe rut.fication of the conventions of nine ftates fhall
be fufficiont for the efltablithinent of this cunflitation be-
tween the flates fo ratifying the fame,

Deone in Cenventisn, by toe unanimous confent of the
States prefent, the [eventeenth day of September, in the
sear of ou: Lord, eunc thoufand feven hundred and eighty
Jeven, and of the Independence of the United States of
AAmerica, the tawelfth.  In avitnefs awbhereof we baye
Aircuato fublcriled cur mames.,

GEORGE WASHINGTON, Prefident,
And D:puty from Virginia.

. Jobn Langdon,
NEW-HAMPSHIRE, { Nicholas Gilman.

. Nattanield Gorbam
MASSACHUSETTS, Rufus King. :

. . William 8. Joknfon,
CONNECTICUT, Reger Skerman.
NELW.-YORK, Alexander Hamilton.

NEW-JERSEY,
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r Rilliam Living flos,
David Drearly,
NEW.JZRSEY, Y William [’attc:’r[on.
L Fonathan Dayt.n.
( Bensamin Franklis,
Thomas Mifiin,
Rsbert Morris,
Gearge Clymer,
PENNSYLVANIA, { Tlmf,u Fit=fimons,
Jared Ingerfad,
Fames Wilfon,
L Gouvsrneur Morris.
[ Gearge Read,
Gunning Bedford, jun.
PELAWARE, { Fotn Dickinlon,
Rictard Bajfet,
| Facod Broom.
r Fumes M’ Henry,

Daniel of St. Thomas
ARYLAND’ < ]‘"l:/(f',
L Danicl Carrol.
VIRGINIA, Jebn Blair,

Fames Rladifon, yun,
William Blount,
NORTH-CAROL'NA,{ Rictard Daobbs Spaight,

Hagh Williamfon.
Fobn Ru!/edge,‘
Charles C. Pizckney,

» SOUTH-CAROLINA- Charles P:'.'xchzq.q
Pierce Butler.

William Fec:,
GEORGIA, Abratam Baldwin.

Areef?.

WiLrian Jacmsow, Secretery



[ 16 §
I» Convaurion, Monddy September 17, 1787.

PRESENT,

The .'t-'2s of New-Hampthire, Maflachufetts, Connec-
tic ;, Mr. Hamilton, from New-York, New-Jerfey,
Per fylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-
Car ,lina, South-Carolina, and Georgia:

RESOLVE D,
HAT the preceding Conflitution be laid befare the
United States in Congrefs affembled, and thau it
is the opinion ot this Convention, that it thould after-
wards be fubmitted to a convention of delegates, chofen
in cach ftate by the veople thereof, under the recom-
mendation of its legiflatuce, for theic affent and ratifica-
tion ; and that each convention, affenting to, and rati-
fying the fame, fhould give notice thereof.20 the United
States in Congrefs .ffcmbled.

Refobved, That it is the opinion of this convention,
that as foon as the conventions of nine Rates fhall have
ratified this confitution, the United States in Congrefs
7fdcmbled, fhould fix a day on which the ele&ors fhould
be appointed by the ftates which fhall have ratified the
fame, and the day on which the ele&®ors fhould aflem.
ble to vote for the prefident, and the time and place for
commencing proceedings under this conftitation. That
after fuch publication, the cle®ors thould be appointed,
and the fenators and repcefentatives eleéled : That the
ele@ors fhould meet on the day fized for the ele&idn of
the prefident, and fhoald traafmit cheir votes, certified,
figned, tealed, and dirc& d, as the conflitution requires,
%o the fecretary of th: Uaited States in Congrefs aflem-

bled, that the fenators an1 reprefentatives thould con-

vene at the time and plice afigned; that the fenators

_ thould appoint a prefident of the fenate, for the fole
' v?;"POfC of receiving, opening, and counting the votes

pretident; and, that afier he fhall be chofen, the
Congreis, together with th: prefident, thould, without
dclay, procecd w0 exccute this conilitbtion.
By the unanimous ovder of the Convention,
GEORGE WASHINGTON, Ffrefident,
W Jackson, Sccretary.
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